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2. April1z.—David Anointed King.  ........ 1 Sam. 16 
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Golden Text for the Quarter: I myself will be the shepherd of my 
sheep —Ezek. 34 : 15. 
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When All Else Fails 
By Faith Wells 


HEN all else fails to stop our fall, — 
The whisper soft, the pleading call, 

The warning hand, the kindly arm 
Outstretched to pull us back from harm,— 
When all these gentle means are spurned, 
And from His warnings we have turned, 
Qh, then, upon our safety bent, 
God leads us back through chastisement. 











When Things are Commonplace 

It is easy to trust God while he is working some 
miracle for us. In the midst of the supernatural our 
faith responds to him without effort. But it is hard 
to trust God when he seems to have let our life settle 
down into the commonplace. We chafe, then, at 
having to use the ordinary, everyday means that 
other folks can use; we remember the thrill of the 
supernatural ; it would be so much easier if we could 
have shat all the time. Dr. James M. Gray has 
spoken a wise and needed word just here. Com- 
menting on the action of the spies who went out from 
Joshua to view the land that God was to give Israel, 
he says : ‘* Joshua was to use the ordinary methods 
of warfare except where specially instructed other- 
wise. The use of means is not dishonoring to God, 
nor does it discount faith in any way. “Sometimes, 
indeed, the very opposite is true. It may exhibit 
weaker faith to be straining after the marvelous 
always,: than to be willing to carry on the work of 
God with the common agencies at hand.'' Ged's 


power in our behalf is always the same, whether he 
is working for us through an archangel or through a 
scrubbing-board. Why not let. our trust in him be 
always the same? 

a 


Don’t Argue! 


An argument is usually a tug of war,—and a tug 
of war does not bring people together. Yet we are 
often deceived into thinking that we can bring the 
other fellow over to our side by arguing with him. 
Even when an argument does convince, it is not usu- 
ally the best way of convincing. Dr. C. I. Scofield 
was talking with a friend about showing Sunday-school 
teachers certain truths that are not ordinarily recog- 
nized. ‘It would be a great mistake,’’ said the vet- 
eran teacher, ‘‘to argue the matter. It is so much 
better to suggest to people than to argue with them. 
If you’ ve convinced a person, he's trying to remember 
what you've said. But if you drop a seed in his mind, 
it will quietly work in him.’’ Growing truth is more 
effective than driven truth. 


Pt 
Going Up into the Mountain 


It does not take God long to work a miracle. 
The supernatural “is not bound by the processes that 
we know as natural, That which we might expect 
would require years of growth, if nature were to bring 
it to pass, can be accomplished by God in the twink- 
ling of an eye. Just such miraculous, time-defying 
changes in our life are included in the gospel which 
God offers. us through Jesus. He tells us that ‘‘we 
all,’’ as with unveiled face we look by faith into the 
face of our Lord, ‘‘are transformed into the same 
image.’’ Perhaps we have thought that this ‘* trans- 
forming’’ must be a matter of slow, tedious growth 


< 


before we could have the fulness of His life. But it 
has been noted that the Greek word for ‘trans- 
formed’’ here (2 Cor. 3:18) is the same word as 
that which is translated ‘‘transfigured’’ in Matthew 
17: 2, of our Lord himself, when ‘his face did shine 
as the sun.’’ In other words, while the change that 
we may know here is not yet the transfiguration that 
Christ experienced on the mountain, and that we shall 
experience when we are given our resurrection bodies, 
neve-theless it is a miraculous and immediate trans- 
figuration into the image of Christ, such as no mere 
process of time could bring to pass, but only God can 
accomplish, We may accept this change at any mo- 
ment, by surrender and faith, and we may let Him 
continue it as we trust him moment by moment. Let 
us Claim our transfiguration now, 


ax 
Joyously Strong 


We are not as strong as we ought to be unless our 
presence makes others stronger. Certain kinds of sick- 
ness are contagious ; so is a certain kind of strength. 
The word ‘‘comfort’’ suggests ‘‘added strength,"’ 
strength that we needed and did not have until it was 
given to us. Literally the word comfort means ‘‘ brave 
together."" When the right person comforts you, you 
are brave, strengthened because you and that one are 
together. His strength has been added to you. Three 
‘‘comfort’’ verses have been suggested as a motto for 
this year. First, ‘* Whence shall I seek comfort ?'’ 
(Nah. 3:7). Our Saviour God himself answers: ‘‘I 
am he that comforteth you"’ (Isa, 51:12). And what 
shall wedothen? ‘‘ Wherefore comfort one another"’ 
(1 Thess. 4:18). The supernatural strengtir that lifts 
up our hearts is to be poured out into the lives of 
others as freely as God has given it tous. The joy of 
real strength is to be a strengthener. 


< 


The Peril of Becoming Children 


PIRITUAL degeneration is possible. God's will 
for us is progress, ‘* Let us be borne on to ma- 
turity’’ is the meaning of the Greek of Hebrews 

6:1. God's will is to be increasingly known, ac- 
cepted, obeyed, loved, and enjoyed. The Old and 
New Testaments teem with commands, encourage- 
ments, entreaties, warnings on this subject. Conver- 
sion is but the start ; what is also needed is continu- 
ance. ‘*Daniel continued.’’ ‘Wherefore... I 
continue.’’ ‘‘If ye continue.’’ ‘*Continue in the 
faith."’ 

The body makes progress almost of its own accord, 
though even this is according to law. But the pro- 
gress of mind and soul is dependent upon the will, 
and upon the constant and strenuous observance of 
definite laws of training. Yet spiritual progress does 
not mean chiefly intellectual power, but increased 
spiritual capacity and deeper experience, a tenderer 
conscience, a more fully surrendered will. In refer- 
ence to all this God’s message is, ‘‘Go forward.,"’ 

God's will for us often is not fulfilled. The growth 
is stunted, the capacity contracted, the life hindered 
through lack of progress, The main characteristic of 
the stunted life is inability to discern between good 
and evil, between good and better, between good and 
best (Phil. 1:9, 10), . The Hebrew Christians are 
described as ‘‘ heavy of hearing’’ and ‘ unskilful."’ 
This does not mean that the soul ever becomes unre- 
generate again, but it does mean that it becomes de- 
generate. 

Five times in the New Testament Christians are 
compared to ‘‘babes’’ or ‘‘ children,’’ a term which 
normally indicates the commencement and early 
stages of the Christian life. 


And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spir- 


itual, but as unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ (1 Cor, 
3: I). : ; ‘ : 
Brethren, be not children in mind: yet in malice be ye 


babes, but in mind be men (1 Cor. 14 : 20). 

That we may be no longer children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error (Eph. 
4: 14). ° 

For when by reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, 


ye have need again that some one teach you the rudiments ‘ 


of the first principles of the oracles of God; and are be- 
come such as have need of milk, and not of solid food. 
For every one that partaketh of milk is without experience 
of the word of righteousness ; for he is a babe. But solid 
food is for full-grown men, even those who by reason of 
use have their senses exercised to discern good and evil 
(Heb, 5 : 12-14). 

As newborn bales, long for the spiritual milk which is 
without guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation 
(1 Pet. 2: 2). 


But there is this great difference between these five 
cases. The first, third, and fifth, in referring to the 
beginning of the Christian life, emphasize the need 
of growth, of not remaining children. The second 
and fourth are warnings, though there is a significant 
difference between the point of the warning in each 
case, An appeal is made to the Corinthian churches 
not to ** become”’ children in their mental life, though 
they are to continue ‘‘ babes,’’ innocent and child- 
like, in regard to evil. In Hebrews the readers are 
warned on the ground that they had ohce made 
progress, but had reverted to spiritual babyhood 
(‘*become,’’ 5:12). This is worse than childhood, 
it is second childhood ; it is not immaturity, but 
dotage ; not juvenility, but senility. And it is to 
warn and safeguard them that the author. writes in 
such plain terms. .He says he cannot teach them 
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high, deep, full, rich truths, such as that of the 
en of Christ, because of this state of spiritual 
otage. 

Thus there are four classes of Christians, ‘‘babes"’ ; 
growing Christians ; mature, full-grown Christians ; 
and invalids. If we study 1 John 2 : 12-14 we shall 
see the first three classes described, and if we wish 
to avoid becoming Christians of the fourth class we 
shall do well to ponder the passage in Hebrews 5 and 
apply its truths rigidly to our own lives. 

What are the causes of backsliding and degenera- 
tion? Sometimes it is due to worldliness which, like 
a bad atmosphere, penetrates the lungs, lowers the 
temperature, chokes the vitality. There are not a 
few sad instances of this spirit influencing earnest 
Christians. ‘Ye did run well, what doth hinder 
you?’’ Sometimes the trouble is due to what may 
be called ‘‘weariness,’’ a spiritual and moral slug- 
gishness which does not wish to go forward, an inert- 
ness which tends to sap the vigor and spiritual buoy- 
ancy. Sometimes the cause is wilfulness, some secret 
sin which leads to unfaithfulness and tends to eat 
away the spiritual life. Never does the degeneration 
occur all at once, As the old Latin proverb says, 
‘*No one suddenly becomes base."’ Spiritual life 
may be infected by error and evil silently and secretly 
for a long time, and then, in a moment of special test 
and strong temptation, the catastrophe breaks. 

Spiritual degeneration is sinful. God gives us full 
opportunity to grow. ‘‘By reason. of the time ye 
ought to be’’ very different. The time since the 
conversion of those to whom the Epistle to the He- 
brews was written was so long that they ought to have 
grown wonderfully since then, To use Dr. Andrew 
Murray's illustration, a babe of three months is a 
beautiful picture, natural and delightful ; but a babe 
of twenty years is a monstrosity. What, then, must 
God think and feel concerning those who have been 
‘¢in Christ,’’ born again for years, and yet in spiritual 
experience are only babes? May we not term them, 
without exaggeration, spiritual monstrosities? 

The neglect of opportunity for growth is sin. We 
cannot command growth, but we can hinder it ; and 
this is sin. There are Christians who are always 
talking of their preference for the ‘‘ simple gospel"’ ; 
and they believe they are showing their faithfulness 
and humility, when all unconsciously they are testify- 
ing to their own unfaithfulness and laziness. Those 
who speak of wishing for. nothing save ‘‘ Christ, and 
him crucified,’’ forget that in the very chapter in 
which those words occur Paul goes on to say, ‘‘ But 
we speak wisdom among the mature’’ Christians. 
The fact is that ‘* Christ crucified’’ covers the whole 
Christian life, from grace to glory, and is concerned 
not only with the simplest, but also with the deepest 
truths, It is a mark of immaturity to be content with 
that which is perfectly obvious without thought and 
trouble. Immaturity is sin if we are neglecting op- 
portunities of ripeness and power. The call is clear 
not to continue to lay spiritual foundations, not to be 
content with elementary truths (Heb. 6 : 1). 

Spiritual degeneration is harmful to ourselves. 
With dull perceptions and weak powers of assimila- 
tion we are liable to microbes of temptation which are 
powerless against the vigor of health. In the East a 
traveler wished to test the trath of the statement that 
the sheep will not follow a stranger, and he learned 
from the shepherd that only sick sheep would respond 
to the stranger's call. And so he found it. What a 
lesson is this! Who are the people that go here and 
there, accept this or that newest fad in teaching, go 
astray into error and sin? The sick sheep. ‘Those 
who do. not know how to discern between good and 
evil are a prey to this and that deceiver. 

Spiritual degeneration is harmful to others. Churches 
remain nurseries when they ought to be training- 
grounds, What a loss to others this means! The 
silent Christians leave all teaching to a few; only a 
little work is done, and the neighborhoods of their 
churches are not evangetized. ‘*Ye ought to be 
teachers.’’ Others ought to have had the knowledge 
to enable them, the interest to incite them, and the 
loyalty to compel them, to. be teachers. Oh! the 
unutterable sadness of the little work done when so 
much more could be done with the actually existing 
number of Christian people! 

Spiritual degeneration is rémediable. How? We 
must start from the foundations, but not stay there. 
Axioms in mathematics are necessary foundations, 
but no one dreams of simply going on learning them. 
They are to be used. We commence all education 
by learning the alphabet, but we do not stop there : 
we use the letters! The old masters had only the four 
primary colors of red, white, blue, and yellow,. but 
how marvelous were the combinations ‘‘ by reason of 
use."" So must it be in the Christian life. In one 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 











sense we must ‘‘leave’’ the rudiments and ‘‘go on’’ 
to ripeness. It is ‘‘ by reason of use’’ that we grow 
and make +--+ 

What is this use or exercise ? 

There must be the daily exercise of prayer and in- 
tercession, daily appearing before God and realizing 
the spiritual perception, spiritual enlargement, and 
spiritual power that come from waiting on God. 


There must be the use of good food, the daily ex- 
ercise of study and meditation, daily 
Word of God, never allowed to be intermitted. 

There must be exercise, the daily exercise of trust, 
love, obedience, and hope ; trust in the real 
of our God and Father ; love to Christ and to man 
him ; obedience to every known command of .God’s 
Word ; hope in Him whose coming is our ‘* blessed 
hope.’’ And all this daily, hourly, momentarily, 
until it becomes the very fiber of our being. 

This is the exercise of our spiritual faculties ; and 
the result will be that we shall never degenerate, but 
go forward from strength to strength. Living in the 
atmosphere of prayer, feeding on the food of the Word, 
and exercising ourselves in practical living in and for 
God, we shall know what the true Christian life really 
is in its continual growth, its exultant joy, its spirit- 
ual power, its blessed usefulness, its deepening peace, 
its widening influence, and its unceasing witness to 
the grace and glory of God. 


1 





Reaching Many, or One? 


Which accomplishes more: preaching to great num- 
bers, or one by one work ? 

One by one work would, if it were done, accomplish 
more than preaching to great numbers, One ata 
time can always be reached more effectively than one 
hundred at atime. But one by one work is not being 
done by most Christians, The most lasting ‘‘ revi- 
val’’ that a great evangelistic campaign can bring to 
pass is the bringing of individual Christians to the 
practise of one by one evangelism themselves. Dr. 
Torrey's new book, ‘*The Wondrous Joy of Soul- 
Winning "’ (reviewed in the Times of March 6), quotes 
in its ‘* Foreword’’ the voice that came to a British 
officer who was praying for one who could rise up and 
turn many to righteousness. The voice said: ‘* You 
are asking for one who will sweep the thousands of 
India into my kingdom ; but I am searching for the 
thousands who will win the ones.’’ Great revival 
campaigns are needed to bring Christians into the still 
greater work of individual evangelism. 


- 
Predestination and Free Will 


In my work among the seamen of our port I met an in- 
telligent Christian captain who held the belief that God 
did not know all the things that were in the power of his 
[the man's] will to do, for, if God did know, the man 
would be compelled to do them, and that would be pre- 
destination. It seemed to me that his belief limited the 
Holy One of Israel. What is your view of the matter? 
—A FLORIDA READER. 

The Bible declares the foreknowledge of God. The 
Bible declares that God predestinates events, The 
Bible declares the free-will of man. If we believe 
that the Bible revelation is true, we must accept these 
three things : God’s foreknowledge, God's predestina- 
tion, man’s free-will. We can accept them, while we 
cannot understand them. Every day of our life we 
believe many things without understanding them. 

The Bible is filled with prophecies showing God’s 
foreknowledge of events that were then or are still to 
come, The accuracy of these prophecies has been 
abundantly confirmed in history, and will yet be 
abundantly confirmed. 

Predestination (the Revision translates the word 
‘*foreordination’’) is unmistakably taught in the 
Bible. ‘For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son” 
(Rom, 8 : 29, 30). 

Man’s free-will is made equally plain in the Bible. 
«« Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God, for God cannot be tempted with evil, and 
he himself tempteth no man: but each man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away by his own lust, and 
enticed’’ (James 1:13, 14). ‘* Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve’’ (Josh. 24:15). ‘* Ye will not 
come to me, that ye may have life’’ [You could if you 
would, but you will not] (John 5:40). Many other 
passages show that man has the power to do as he 
will, whether for or against God’s will. 

The Bible, therefore, plainly shows that God's fore- 
knowledge and predestination do not interfere with 
or prevent man’s free-will. ‘‘The doctrine of God's 
eternal decree is held in harmony with the doctrine 
that God desires not the death of any. sinner, but has 
provided in Christ a salvation. . . freely offered in the 


gospel to all; that men are fully responsible for their 
treatment of God’s gracious offer; that his decree 
hinders no man from accepting that offer; and that 
no man is condemned except on the ground of his 


sins.’’ Our little, finite human brains cannot recon-. 
cile free-will and predestination. Of course not. But 
our free-will can choose to trust God and believe his 
revelation of these truths, It seems impossible that 
free-will and predestination can exist together, or can 
ever come together. Apn illustration of how they may 
has been suggested from the fact that, although two 
parallel lines apparently can never meet, geometry 
shows that they do meet at infinity. When we are 
set free from the limitations of our flesh and can see 
infinite truth as God sees it, we shall see how easily 
truths can be brought together which now. seem to: be 
hopelessly apart. Meantime, let us trust Him, 


a 
Paradise and Hell 


I would like your opinion regarding the clause in the 
Creed about our Lord, '‘And .he descended into hell,” 
and how it can agree with his word on the cross to the 
dying thief, ‘*‘To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise’ 
(Luke 23 : 43).—A PENNSYLVANIA READER. 

The two words agree because, as many believe, 
Paradise was in hell. For ‘‘hell’’ in certain Bible 
passages refers, not exclusively to the place of the 
lost, but to the place of the dead, whether saved or 
lost. The Hebrew word ‘‘Sheol’’ and the Greek word 
‘* Hades”’ are, in the Old Version, translated in many 
cases ‘‘hell,’’-—as in Psalm 16 : 10 and Acts 2 : 27. 
The Revised Version does not use the word ‘‘hell’’ 
here, but the words Sheol and Hades. The spirits of 
the dead who were saved went into Hades, as did also 
the spirits of the dead who were lost; therefore, as 
the Scripture shows, the place of the dead was of two 
divisions, a place of blessing for the saved, a place of 
torment for the lost (Luke 16 : 22-26). Qur Lord, at 
his death, went to the place of the blessed dead 
(rendered ‘‘hell’’ in the Old Version), as did the 
thief who had accepted him as Saviour. That day 
they were together in the place of the blessed dead, 
or Paradise. : 

Now ‘‘heaven,’’ or the place of the immediate 
presence of God, is not the same place as that 
part of Hades known as Paradise to which the 
blessed dead went prior to our Lord’s ascension. But 
it is believed that at the time of his ascension our 
Lord carried with him into heaven the blessed dead 
who up to that time had been in Hades, thereby trans- 
ferring Paradise from Hades to heaven. Two passages 
suggest this: ‘‘When he ascended on high, he led 
captivity captive. ...(Now this, He ascended, what is 
it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the 
earth? He that descended is thesame also that as- 
cended far above all the heavens...)'’ (Eph. 4 : 8-10). 
Paul was ‘‘ caught up even to the third heaven... into 
Paradise’’ (2 Cor. 12 : 2, 4). 

That part of the abode of the dead which is a place 
of torment for the lost, as referred to by the common 
use of the word ‘‘hell,’’ is designated in the New 
Testament by the Greek words ‘‘Gehenna’’ and 
‘¢ Tartarus,’’ as in such passages as Matthew 5 : 22, 
*«shall be in danger of the hell of fire,’ and 2 Peter 
2 : 4, ‘*God spared not angels when they sinned, but 
cast them down to hell.’’ 
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One of the Hidden Horrors of China’s Heathenism | 


When a Christian was buried alive in her fa 


of Jesus-haters 





By Charles Ernest Scott 





eo 


ARLY one morning, as we were coming down the 
trail from a pastoral trip to a mountain parish, 
the old Elder who was with me appeared to be 

troubled by some matter. He was a small man, 
frail and wizened, who had given much of his time, 
and gladly, to help me visit the flock. He is the 
kind, of whom I have quite a number, who travail 
over the church, whose meat and drink it is to nour- 
isH it and cherish it. Not far ahead of us was a path 
that climbed the hills to the right. As we neared it 
he broke out : 

««Shepherd, off yonder, over the divide, is another 
valley of which you are ignorant that runs far up into 
the mountains. And'’—his voice trembled, and a 
tear appeared on his bronzed and wrinkled cheek— 
*«] have a sister up there on the hillsides. She is a 
Christian, the only one among all the villages. She 
was baptized shortly before you came to China, and 
at that time she partook of the Holy Communion, and 
she has never partaken since. And, oh, she has 
longed to so much! And she has often tried to 
come down the valley and meet with other Chris- 
tians, and with them worship the true God, even in 
my house, but they have forbidden her. Her family, 
who are all heathen, have beaten her for it repeatedly 
and reviled her repeatedly, as often as she has tried, 
and they have never let her come. And now she is 
very sick, and can’t get up off the #' ang [the brick 
platform that Chinese peasants use as a bed]. And 
she has sent word that she wishes she could be prayed 
with, and that she might once more celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper. She says, ‘I want to eat the bread 
and drink the cup and preach the Lord’s death for 
me, till he come for me’ /''’ We walked on in silence, 
the elder still deeply moved. 

Finally I said: ‘* Friend, why did you not earlier 
tell me of this Christian?’’ ~ - 

‘« Shepherd, I feared if you knew you would go. 
And if you went they might kill her! But this is your 
last trip up into this region before you return to ‘the 
Great Flowery Land [America] ; and unless you go 
now you will never see her!’ 


The Prayer Behind the Rock 

I pulled out my pastor's Record Book. Her name 
was there; it was among those on a list handed to me 
several years earlier by a senior colleague; it appeared 
under her maiden, name, and I had been given to 
understand that. she was dead; and, according to 
Chinese heathen custom and belief, she was to her 
own—dead. For when a girl marries into another 
family, especially if it be heathen and hers be Chris- 
tian, and if the village of her mother-in-law be some 
distance away, she is as completely lost to her kin as 
the ship that disappears beneath the waves is lost to 
its own home port. 

Our itinerary had been arranged days ahead, and 
we were due that night to be with a group of Chris- 
tians many 4 distant. But our itinerating experiences 
had taught us to go to God with simple directness for 
guidance, even as to minutiae, on every trip. Many 
a time when exigencies had arisen during the journey 
some of our sweetest and most helpful prayer seasons 
had taken place ‘‘on the road,’” back of a vineyard 
booth, beneath an orchard tree, in the shade of a 
watchman’s lodge, on a threshing-floor, or on the 
edge of a grain-field, or inside the wall of an open- 
doored wayside temple. And many a time we had 
changed our plans, through leading then and there as 
manifest as it was sudden. 

The Elder now proposed that we pray about the 
matter, and, getting behind a mighty rock, whose 
shadow David would have appreciated, we poured 
out our hearts to God for this woman, that ‘she might 
realize 1 Corinthians to : 13 : ‘* There hath no tempta- 
tion taken you but such as man can bear : but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able ; but will with the temptation make also 
the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it.” 
The man who realizes that he has gone on the errand 
of God, wholly for his glory, has a blessed freedom 
and abandon in prayer, that would make the world- 
ling, if he only knew what it meant, hungry for ‘his 


Maker and rightful Lord. That morning. it was joy” 


beyond words to be able, for his glory, :to draw -neat, 
with holy boldness, unto thé throne of grace,’ that we 


Too terrible even to read about would the horrors 
of. heathenism be, were it not that where China’s 
horrors abound there does grace abound more ex- 
ceedingly. China has many hidden Christians 
whose silent testimony is a a marvelous message to 
American Christians. Shall we receive it ? 








might receive mércy and might find grace to help us 
in time of need for her. So we stirred up ourselves 
to ‘‘be not sluggish, but imitators of them who 
through faith and steadfastness inherit the promises.’’ 
And well it was, when we later knew what was ahead 
of us and her. When we arose we felt it to be our 
privilege that day to walk farther and faster than 
planned, and make the détour over the hills for the 
sake of this little one. 

It was a toilsome trip, as we wound in and out, up 
and down, through the narrow pocket-valley, into 
which the ascending sun beat hot and ever hotter. 
But we walked speaking much with the Lord, closer 
than breathing. Incidentally, we gave out many tracts 
along the way to the peasants en route to market ; 
many a gospel seed was dropped among the hamlets 
passed through, many an interesting episode occurred 
in the effort to take men one by one alive for Christ ; 
but constantly our thoughts were with the little woman 
lying on her 4' ang far up the mountainside. 

The valley ever contracted, twisting itself, as if 
a huge leviathan seeking escape from the clutches of 
charging Scylla and Charybdis. The terracings on 
the hills ran in some places to their very tops ; ver- 
itable giant stairways they were, the result of un- 
speakable, ceaseless toil for ages on the part of the 
peasants, and born out of their grinding poverty. So 
contracted was the valley now that the giant stair- 


‘ways on both sides seemed to the pedestrian almost 


to impend over him. On our left the sweet potato 
vines, turning a dark, rich red, hung luxuriant, almost 
covering the stone wall that buttressed the bottom 
terrace. The path had become narrow, so narrow 
that at that point a peasant with his big baskets (car- 


* ried on a shoulder-pole, one in front and one behind 


him) could not pass us, 
sheer, many feet. 

Suddenly, as we rounded a sharp turn with a stretch 
ahead my friend exclaimed, low, ‘‘ There he is !"” 

‘“*Who?"’ 

** Her husband !”’ 

A peasant, head down, and with loaded baskets, 
was swiaging toward us at the customary dog-trot pace 
of carriers thus loaded. 

We were almost upon him before he saw us and 
set down his baskets. He was breathing hard and 
his chest and back, naked and tanned, gleamed in 
the sun with sweat-drops. I doubt if he had ever 
seen a foreigner; but he knew foreign soldiers by 
reputation, and my khaki suit suggested to him that 
I was one of those fellows to be respected and feared, 
principally the latter. He was deferential, with that 
politeness that every peasant knows. The Chinese 
are a race of born actors, emphasizing beyond other 
Orientals etiquette and form and ceremony, which 
characteristic is accentuated by their religions of 


On our right the drop was 





sheep of his little flock, and he is sharing his o 
salary to help meet-the dire physical needs of his spiritual children 
Reports from the field indicate that the need is still terrible and unmet 











seeming. This fellow, with smiling face, though 
wary, began the gamut of conventional, polite inter- 
rogatories, Meantime, his eyes glittered and looked 
at me sidewise. The Chinese has a marvelous way 
of being inscrutable and inimobile when he wants to. 
I felt he was piercing me through before he asked : 

‘* What is your honorable name? Your venerable 
age? Your exalted abode? From where have you 
lifted up your body? Whither bound? Are you 
weary? Have you eaten? What did you eat? 
When? What did you buy at the market? How 
much did it cost ?—all this and much more, in nerv- 
ous uncomfortableness, bowing and smiling the 
while, even as does aman who tells you of death 
in his family, or of some other calamity that has over- 
taken him. 

At last, my friend, his brother-in-law, put in qui- 
etly, ‘‘It is the Foreign Shepherd, you know !"’ 

He had suspected it all the while. Now his eyes 
glinted wickedly at the Elder, and he turned on him, 
stuttering as the peasants do when in anger too full 
for words : ‘‘ Ni-ni-ni; na-a-a, ka, na, kal" As if 
he said in English : ‘*You, 04, you—fool. Don't 
you know any better than to bring Az up here for 
that subject, that—foreign devil Jesus religion! I'll, 
I’ ll—wait till I get a chance, I'll—’"’ 

He stopped. Words were inadequate. By way of 
relief he pulled from his girdle a long, black-stemmed 
pipe, and, filling it from a pouch that hung from the 
same, deftly lighted it with a flint-stone, and puffed 
great clouds in silent wrath. But he stamped around 
so recklessly that I feared he might go over the 
brink, so, motioning to a wider place farther back 
on the trail, I suggested that we retrace steps a little 
and sit down and have a visit. 


Rage Incarnate in a Heathen Husband 

The conversation was not a brilliant success, 
‘*He’’ was too angry to listen to reason, He had 
worked himself up to such a pitch of mad fury over 
the blasphemy of his wife’s turning renegade from 
the worship of his ancestral gods that he was unwill- 
ing either to talk or to listen, He merely glowered 
at the Elder. Only a vague fear of what the big 
‘foreign devil’’ might do kept him from jumping 
on the weak old man, Finally, in a frenzy of un- 
controllable rage, he landed on his feet, and leaped 
into the air, coming down with a resounding whack 
as the soles of his peasant shoes, shod with big- 
headed nails, slapped the hard-beaten path. At the 
same time he ejaculated, high-pitched, one short, 
sharp, incisive syllable—‘+ Pez /*’ 

In it was concentrated all the venom of the ideas of 
disgust, arrogance, disdain, pride of superiority, 
hatred, and contempt combined. He broke away up 
the path toward his hut, muttering in Berserker rage : 
‘I'll beat her to pulp !'’ Without knowing Saul, he 
went off in Saul’s spirit—*‘ breathing out threatenings 
and slaughter.’’ 

We, heavy-hearted and praying for God to work 
with power, followed after. Comparing notes on our 
return, we two men found that, in those fearful mo- 
ments after ‘‘he’’ left us, we had each been guided 
to the same teaching of Scripture around which to 
center our prayer ; to the thought that the apostles 
when in distress never asked God to save them from 
the pain or persecution involved in witnessing, but as 
in Acts 4: 29, 30: ‘* And now, Lord, look upon their 
threatenings : and grant unto thy servants to speak 
thy word with all boldness, while thou stretchest forth 
thy hand to heal ; and that signs and wonders may 
be done through the name of thy holy Servant Jesus.”’ 
This we prayed for her and for ourselves—for courage 
to witness and for signs of the Spirit’s presence. 

When we arrived a group of children, mostly clad 
in the garb of nature, and itching with curiosity, sur- 
rounded us. Then several stalwart sons, slowly puff- 
ing their pipes, shuffled awkwardly and silently toward 
us, sizing us up. Daughters-in-law, with babes in 
arms, and dishabille as only heathenism knows, bash- 
fully yet eagerly, stared at us from the safe, inside 
corners of the yard door. Finally the old mother-in- 
law came out—blood in her eye. She looked as if 
prepared to give her sons and grandchildren and 
daughters-in-law a demonstration of what a proper 
piece of reviling was. . The Lord: helped us to get in 
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ahead of her—nothing could have stopped her after 
she had gotten started, 

And before long she had invited us into the yard 
to say more about the Good Sage Vie Su (Jesus). As 
she became interested she became hospitable, and 
brought us cups of hot water,—the cups black inside 
with grime, but we didn'tcarethen. She squatted on the 
ground before us, elbows on knees and her wrinkled, 
wizened face held in her long, skinny fingers. She 


was a hungry soul,—starved, in fact. It was a queer 


conglomerate, that little yard,—-dogs, chickens, pigs, 
donkey, babies, grown-ups, litter, filth, smells. But 
the Spirit was working even there. And suddenly 
she invited us in to see the woman on the # ang, and 
a part of our prayer was answered. 


The husband had preceded us, and short and sharp, 
in brute anger had worked his will, and then; ashamed, 
had cleared out. In a dingy little room a wan face 
peered out from under a malodorous quilt. There 
was a wicked, green bruise under one eye, such as we 
had before seen wives wearing, and on her naked 
neck was a welt that had been made with a club. She 
could only whisper, but was cheerful. After greeting, 
merely pointing to the fresh bruise and welt, she said: 
‘* Tell me about God the Soul-Dyer."’ 

** Do you mean this ?'’ And I quoted: ‘*Come now 
‘let us reason together, saith the Lord. Though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool,"’ 
She had heard it at her only communion service. 
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Then she said: ** Tell me what the Holy Book says 
about how good it is to gain Jesus!’’ And I read 
Paul's glorious confession: ‘' Yea, verily, I count all 
things to be loss for the excellency of the know 

of Christ,... that I may know him,... and t 
fellowship of his sufferings, ... if... 1 may attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead"’ (Phil. 3 : 7-11). 

‘* Ah, that's it," she murmu 

** And now tell me about the great God, and who 
shall see him and how they speak in his palace.’’ 
And I read: ‘‘I saw, and behold a great multitude 
+» Out of every nation, , ... before the Lamb,... 
saying, Blessing and glory and wisdom and power 
unto our God,... And they shall hunger no more, 
- +. and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes’ (Rev. 7 : 9-17). 

‘«Yes,"’ she murmured again, ‘‘ That's it,—/e// 
them,’’ — nodding feebly toward her folks who had 
crowded in and who stood wondering and hushed. 
And then, with a smile that might have graced the 
face of Stephen, her spirit took its flight. Before her 
mother-in-law’s family could get out her grave-clothes 
or even begin formal lament, she had passed peace- 
fully—justified—into the presence of her Master. 

** Heathenism with the lid off’ is a true description of 
what went on in China during the Revolution days. The 
itinerant missionary, indeed, gets continual glimpses of 
what real heathenism is, and in this series on China Mr. 
Scott is telling a little of what it means, But the mis- 
sionary during the Revolution days met heart-breaking 
exhibitions of heathenism—and also marvels of God’s 


miracle-grace. In two articles Mr. Scott will give some 
of these pictures of Satan's worst and God's best. 





Laws Before Khammurabi’s Famous Code 


A notable find among Professor Clay's tablets at Yale 





The month's 
archeological review 





By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





STOOD to-day with Professor Albert T.. Clay 
among his treasures in the great Yale collection 
of cuneiform tablets, What an enthusiast the 

professor is, and with good reason! His ciay tablets, 
which look like nothing else so much as like shredded 
wheat biscuit, are quité to his taste. Heis as fond of 
his ‘*biscuit’’ as some people would have the whole 
American public to be of theirs. This time his great 
enthusiasm is over a larger ‘‘ biscuit,’’ a rather smooth, 
grayish, flat ** biscuit,’’ with one corner gone and one 
side ragged and jagged. Once, he tells me, the whole 
tablet was. so incrusted with the salts of the soil of 
Babylonia that no one had any idea of its contents 
and value, even at the time Yale University purchased 
it. Now, with the exception of a: few. phrases which 
still resist all attempts at a full translation, it is ready 
to be given out to the world, a portion of a code of 
laws some two hundred years older than the famous 
Code of Khammurabi. 

A number of things had already indicated that 
Khammurabi's code was, in large part at least, merely 
a codification. of existing laws: the small likelihood 
that any people should begin with such and so many 
laws, the systematic and well-balanced arrangement 
of the code, and the reference at times to laws before 
the time that Khammurabi set up his code. Still not 
all were convinced that the codification of laws should 
be carried back for its origin toa time:still earlier than 
the days of Khammurabi. But this tablet is not only 
clearly older, but Professor Clay believes that two of 
its laws are distinctly condensed into one in the Code 
of Khammurabi. 

This tablet is soon to be published, but Professor 
Clay has put into my hands, in a Yale University 
publication, the following statement : 

‘* Let it suffice to mention at this time that it con- 
tains legislation concerning injury to women (such 
laws are not all due to the modern suffragist move- 
ment), the repudiation of children who perhaps had 
been adopted, elopement, the hire of boats and cattle ; 
and like the Code of Khammurabi, it provides for the 
killing of a hired ox by a lion.’’ There is no better 
conclusion to this brief notice than the words with 
which Professor Clay begins his statement: ‘Not 
many years ago, when Old Testament critics claimed 
it was impossible to conceive of a code of laws written 
as early as the time of Moses, it would scarcely have 
been thought reasonable if it had been stated that at 
a much earlier time the Babylonians probably pos- 
~ sessed a highly developed code’’; and then, of the 
tablet under review, ‘‘It proved to belong to a period 
earlier than that of Khammurabi (and thus of more 
ancient date than the famous code in the Louvre), and 
to contain laws written in the Sumerian language; the 


language of Southern Babylonia prior to its conquest 
by the Semites or Accadians in the time of Kham- 
murabi.”"” 

There is no longer any diffiulty about codes of laws 
as early as the days of Moses. . é‘ 


The Robinson Crusoe of Egypt 
"THE .book market is flooded in these days with 
‘4 Palestine travels.’’ . Probably not a few people 
think these travels originated with the introduc- 
.of..4*Cook’s Tours.’’ A few will call to mind the 


fanatical expeditions to the Holy Land which, because . 


of their concern for the Cross, came to be called the 
crusades, and still others may think of the individual 
pilgtims, from the Bordeaux Pilgrim down along the 
whole series, who left the records of their pious jour- 
neyings. Not many will go beyond these early Chris- 
tian pilgrims. Yet Palestine travel is much older than 
the rise of either mystic or scientific tendencies in the 
Christian world. 

The original and prototype of all ‘* Palestine Trav- 
els,’’ is the story of Sinuhit, of the time of the Twelfth 
Egyptian Dynasty, whose journey thither antedates 
even that of the first Pilgrim Father. We know but 
little of the popular literature of ancient Egypt. Some 
have thought it meager, but that is by no means cer- 
tain. The range of Egyptian literature is for us so 
narrow because most of what has come down is tomb 
literature. Of all Egypt's popular literature this is the 
most noted. Mr. Alan Gardiner in a recent study of the 
tale calls it the Robinson Crusoe of Egyptian literature. 

Sinuhit was an Egyptian who went through the 
Bedouin country to Rutenu, which was, in a general 
way, co-extensive with Canaan, with some probable 
addition east of the Jordan, Sinuhit had all kinds of 
startling and romantic experiences, after the fashion 
of Palestine travelers, and came back safely, as they 
still do, and then wrote a book, as also they still do, 
and was greatly lionized, as Palestine travelers used to 
be, but are not any more. 

Iam not going to tell Sinuhit’s story. It is with 
this story as literature that we are just now concerned, 
It is accepted as authentic. No one seems to ques- 
tion, or think of any reason for questioning, its autiven- 
ticity. It has, notwithstanding, certain peculiarities. 
It is an autobiography, and the ‘biography is carried 
to the end. It records the death of the author, So 
also Mr. Gardiner points out that the warrior Amoses in 
his autobiography in his tomb at El Kab records his 
death in the first person : *: I rest in the tomb which 
I made for myself." Thisis accepted without objec- 
tion as an Egyptian literary method. 

, I wonder if there is any need to point out the biblical 
parallels to this Egyptian custom? Do not the books 
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of Moses end by recording Moses’ death? And was 
not Moses an Egyptian man of letters? Need it be 
surprising if some of his contemporaries gave to his 
books this characteristic Egyptian ending e 
Alan H. Gardiner, Recueil de Travaux, 1914, p. 205. 
Living ‘* Graves of Lust 
S ONE goes onward from Mt. Sinai in the track 
of the Israelites through the wilderness, the 
next stopping-place is upon a dry, upland plain 
much frequented by migrating flocks of partridges. 
The ground is strewn with little irregular heaps of 
stone, such as usually mark graves in this unconven- 
tional desert world. ‘This is Kibbroth Hattaavah, 
where the Israelites lusted for flesh and God sent them 
quail, Here they made gluttons of themselves, as 
Arabs do, when they have a feast of meat. Numbers 
of them diec of the plague which God in providential 
judgment sent upon them, and these rude heaps of 
stone mark to this. day the graves of lust. Here Pro- 
fessor Hoskins1 particularly noted and examined them 
in his recent journey from Nile to Nebo. 

If it seem incredible to any that these rude heaps 
of stone could remain undisturbed to this day, it can 
only Ee to those who do not know the desert. Why 
should the stones not remain? Wind would not blow 
them away; no one. tarries here in this dry, upland, 
barren place to use the stones for any other purpose, 
and a grave is sacred, though it be but a rude heap of 
stones. But we are not dependent. upon such reasons, 
however reasonable, for belief that these markers of 
graves of lust coukl endure so long. Professor Petrie, 
in his work in the Peninsula of Sinai, found the mines 
of the Pharaohs and near them the stone shelters of 
the workmen still intact, if somewhat dilapidated, 
though the workmen forsook them a thousand years 
before Israel passed this way. 

What a memorial of tragedy are these heaps over 
the graves of lust! But have we not seen such else- 
where? ‘There rises up before my vision this moment 
the apparition of a miserable child, with bleared eves 
and blotched face, trying to live the mockery of an 
innocent, childlike playfulness,—a pitiable spectacle 
of despair, which interested and warned a lot of stu- 
dents in the little college tewn. It was the child of a 
ruined household of debauched parents, a poor,, ani- 
mated headstone of graves of lust. J once passed 
through the insane ward of a great almshouse. amidst 
the droning, drooping wrecks of humanity,.who sat 
around like specters, who. lived crass nightmares. of 
life, These are.more markers of graves of lust. 

These heaps of stone at Kibbroth Hattaavah are. not 
old! Ever since our first parents gave way to the 
‘‘lust of the flesh’’ there have been left along the 
pathway of men, wherever they come in this world, 
hideous monuments which mark the graves of lust, 
Virtue may lie in'an unmarked gtave and receive its 
crown only in the life to come, but sin always leaves 
some grim. marker over the graves of lust. 


Human Sacrifice in Egypt ? 


HE question of human sacrifice in ancient Egypt, 
as everywhere else that the question is raised, is 
always a most interesting one. The human 

mind in this age of the world is always slow to be- 
lieve in human sacrifice, except when the evidence 
makes belief absolutely necessary. Professor Petrie 
points out that human sacrifice is practised in heathen 
Africa to-day, and compares the practise to the burials 
of dependents around the tomb of King Qa at Abydos, 
‘who were all killed together at the funeral.”’ 

The evidence brought forward for human sacrifice 
in ancient Egypt has never seemed to ine to make 
belief in human sacrifice there necessary. I always 
differ with this great Egyptologist with the utmost re- 
serve and readiness to acknowledge myself .mistaken 
upon the presentation of further evidence. The evi- 
dence in this case does not secm to me sufficient to com- 
pel belief in the dreadful charge of human sacrifice 
against the early Egyptians. Even if all these were 
killed at the time of the burial of the king, the killing 
might have some other motive than sacrifice. But it 
seems to me that there is in this case evidence only 
that they were all buried at the time of the king's 
burial, ‘‘ before the brick wall of the tomb hardened,”’ 
which is something quite other than being ‘killed 
all together at the funeral.’’ ‘These burials may have 
been of the favorites of the king who had died during 
his life-time, and whose bodies were by his order col- 
lected and buried ‘‘all together at the funeral.’’ In 
the absence of evidence necessitating belief in human 
sacrifice, this seems to me a more likely explanation. 

Professor Petrie, “Ancient Egypt,’’ 1914, Part III, p. 124. 

} The story and the results of Professor Hoskins’ notable Journey of 
exploration. have been. put into.a book that is fascinating reading for 


the earnest Bible student,—“ From the Nile to Nebo.” It may be 
ordered from The Sunday School Times Company for $3.00, net- 
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‘The Sensational Evangelism of the Sawdust Trail 


indictment of, and its challenge to, the churches 











(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


to. newspapers of the land, with whom rests the 
decision as to how far a movement has gripped 
public attention, have pronounced in such an un- 
ualified way upon the modern revivals that one is some- 
times tempted to think that this feature of newspaper 
publicity towers above all the other striking features. 
While thousands are being reached at the tabernacle, 
millions are being influenced in some way by the 
printed reports, And it is in the newspapers that we 
see the sensational features’ of the evangelism so 
‘played up "’ that it is often possible to get a totally 
wrong impression of the whole movement from the 
reports. But it is significant that the newspapers 
give column after column to these religious happen- 
ings because they count it ‘‘news.’’ As a plain, 
cold newspaper proposition, they measure its import- 
ance alongside of the latest war news and latest sport- 
ing news, and when the newspaper stories of the 
‘campaign happenings take precedence over all other 
news items it is because the newspaper men consider 
that something sensational is going on. 

This modern ‘‘sensational'’ evangelism is a great 
leveler. It is a leveler of denominations. It 
must not be forgotten that, first and last and 
throughout the campaign, this evangelism works 
through the churches. It insists on a practically 
united voice of invitation from the evangelical 
churches. All its organization is set up and worked 
out through the local churches—not as denomina- 
tions, but as units in the visible Church of Jesus 
Christ. Without any philosophy of church unity or 
any plan or creed to draw the churches together, this 
evangelism is a practical demonstration of what can 
be done towards making the churches essentially one. 

Not only as a leveler of denominations in the re- 
ligious world is this evangelism noted, but it is an 
astonishing leveler of social distinctions. The saw- 
dust aisles have been crowded with men and women 
in every degree of poverty and wealth, of morality 
and gross sin, of culture and illiteracy, in every 
degree of social standing and obscurity. The taber- 
nacle crowds are not ‘‘motley’’ crowds, They are 
American crowds representative of American life, but 
far deeper than that, representative of. the deep, real 
forcesof humanity. Tolstoi has-pictured in his ter- 
rible story of the snow-storm how master and man 
have become one, how in death all the superficial 
conventions and the veneer of place. and pride have 
been broken and scattered. In the tabernacle, men 
face death too, and are resurrected to a new brother- 
hood. The trail-hitters who learn what it is to say, ‘I 
have died,’’ are done with all convention and veneer, 
and go out marching shoulder to shoulder with their 
brothers from different stations in the great work of 
winning the lost. 

Those who knew the work of Moody will say at 
once that these characteristics are not confined to the 
evangelism of the sawdust trail. They were present 
in Moody's work. But it is doubtless true that never 
before have these characteristics so stood out in flar- 
ing and flaming distinctness. And it is a question 
whether the evangelism of other days has ever pro- 
duced more strikingly the transformed lives that go 
on to reproduce in others the miracle that has taken 
place in them, What the Gospel Teams of Wichita 
have done, as sketched in the article in last week's 
issue, is directly traceable to the sensational evangel- 
ism of the sawdust trail. A revival campaign ought 
not to be satisfied with the test as to whether it can 
hold what has been gained. Henceforth every city 
ought to look to little Wichita, who, with her 5,245 
trail-hitters in the Billy Sunday campaign three years 
ago, has sent out gospel teams that have won more 
than 12,000. And all of the essential features of the 
virile evangelism that thrust these gospel teams forth 
have been present in their work. 

Hundreds of churches are testifying to-day that the 
*¢ trail-hitters,’"” men who have come into the church 
with perhaps little or no previous religious training, 
are putting dynamic power into the evangelism of the 
church. In manv cases the old church-workers are 
standing in amazement, watching this new typeof 
soul-winner. 

Is this, evangelism to be set over against the better 
way of pastoral and ‘personal evangelism? If it be 
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agreed that the normal Scriptural evangelism of the 
church should be carried on by the whole church 
membership under the leadership of an evangelistic 
pastor, does this mean that the sensational evangel- 
ism, despite its blessed results, is hindering the work 
of the Kingdom? There are still two weeks of the 
Philadelphia campaign to run, but even now a suffi- 
cient answer to this question may be had by talking 
with the Philadelphia pastors. And what has hap- 
pened in Philadelphia can in varying degrees be told 
of many other towns where the tabernacle evangelists 
have gone. The significant fact is that scores of 
Philadelphia churches have apparently learned for 
the first time in the memory of any of the members 
what pastoral and personal ‘evangelism means. 
Pastors have suddenly discovered that God can use 
them as evangelists. Congregations for the first time 
have heard their pastor asking from the pulpit for de- 
cisions for Christ. Evangelism is in the air. Not 
sensational evangelism—if we wish to call it that— 
but Jastoral evangelism. Hundreds of sinners and 
backsliding Christians have come back to Christ in 
churches miles away from the tabernacle. Some 
have taken the stand by the raised hand, others by 
rising, mostof them by walking down the carpeted 
aisles of their church. And they are called ‘‘trail- 
hitters !'' It is right that they should be called trail- 
hitters. For the impulse to this marvelous pastoral 
evangelism has come from that crude building in the 








The Campaign on Its Home Stretch 


Emotional ?—‘‘ What does thismean?’’ said a Phila- 
delphia pastor to a Yale of who was 
sitting beside him in the Billy Sunday tabernacle, The 
converts were streaming up the aisle to shake the evangel- 
ist’s hand and take their stand for Christ. ‘* That,’”’ said 
the eminent psychologist, **is an expression of judgment. 
That is not mere emotion,”’ 


Are the Crowds Still Coming ?-—As he started on the 
closing two weeks of the campaign, which are in addition 
to the eight weeks originally planned, Billy Sunday an- 
nounced that requests for special reservations had come in 
to such an extent that if they were all granted the meetings 
would have to continue to July 20. On some days requests 
for reservations come to headquarters to the extent of 
125,000 seats. His experience in Philadelphia has led Mr. 
Sunday to consider extending the time of his campaigns in 
the great cities. 


The Unpardonable Sin.—It is doubtful if any appeal 
made by Billy Sunday has so gripped his hearers as did 
his sermon on the Unpardonable Sin. He preached it first 
to an afternoon audience on Wednesday, and it drew 305 
penitents up the, aisle,—the largest number on any week- 
day afternoon, In the evening the sermon was repeated, 
and 503 responded to the call,—the largest number on any 
week-day evening. On the next night, when the same 
sermon was preached to men only, 475 men ‘thit the 
trail.”’ This night’s harvest brought the total for the cam- 
paign to 31,075 professions, 


Women’s Dav.—On one notable day, Friday, Febru- 
ary 26, the women had complete possession of the great 
tavernacle. Three times, at 11 o’clock, at 1.30, and at 6.30, 
Billy Sunday, asa staunch defender of Christian woman- 
hood, put before the vast audiences of women plain truths 
about social and individual purity. The gospel message 
was not prominent in these addresses, and the overwhelm- 
ing majority of the women present were professing Chris- 
tians, but upon the invitation in the afternoon and evening 
546 women came up the aisle, some of*them led by the 
nurses, who were on duty in large numbers, And a group 
of the nurses themselves were the first to ‘* hit the trail ’’ 
at the evening meeting. 


After a Hard Week.—On Sunday, the last day of Feb- 
ruary, Billy Sunday was to face three different audiences 
and preach three different sermons. It was after a five- 
days’ schedule that had in it eleven sermons in the taber- 
nacle besides the numerous other meetings that called the 
evangelist in the morning or at noon. At the Sunday 
evening meeting the men had a new experience of seeing 
this tireless hero of Philadelphia struggle for a long while 
to get voice enough to make himself heard. Prayers were 
going up for him from sympathizing hearts all over that 
audience that he might be given strength to go on ; and he 
was. Stronger and stronger the words came until all the 
hundreds that were. standing in the outside corridors could 
hear. And when Billy, Sunday left the tabernacle, com- 
pletely exhausted, he left five hundred and _ eighty-five 
happy men who were going home after making théir public 
confession of Christ. 


center of town with its sawdust aisles. Pastots for 
the first time are organizing their members in teams 
of two or more to canvas the neighborhood—not to get 
names merely, but to seek and to save the lost, to 
bring them to the tabernacle or to the church and 
have them ‘*hit the trail."’ 

The driving power of pastoral evangelism is the 
co-operation of the laymen who have become personal 
evangelists, - In Philadelphia nothing has ever hap- 
pened that has turned Christians into personal evan- 
gelists in the amazing way that Billy Sunday's taber- 
nacle has done. And here isa fact worthy of attention 
by those who believe that this evangelism is essentially 
emotional. (It does, indeed, stir emotion, and would 
be of little account if it did not.) By far the larger 
number of trail hitters make their final decision upon 
the personal word of a worker in the tabernacle, or 
have been influenced by personal work done outside 
the tabernacle.t Note well this result of modern 
evangelism and this promise of its future: Not in 
connection with their church life alone, but in their 
places of business and throughout the city, Christian 
men and women have for the first time been stirred 
into a knowledge of what it is to invite their fellows 
to take Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

Would it be better, then, to secure this kind of pas- 
toral and personal evangelism without the ‘ profes- 
sional’’ evangelist? What the conditions might be 
if the church were following her Lord's plan fully we 
can speculate upon. But is it not conditions as they 
are that must be faced? In our American cities 
to-day there are men and women who have never 
heard the gospel so as to understand it, and who never 
come into a church. One of Mr. Sunday's critics, 
who gave him credit for the great moral transforma- 
tion that his great campaigns brought, said : ‘‘We 
must face the factthat a large element of the popu- 
lation of a ‘large city like this is just pagan.’' ‘The 
sensational evangelism ‘is reaching these men and 
women who are not reached by the churches. Not 
only is it bringing them to the tabernacle, but it is 
taking the gospel to corners of the city where the 
church has never reached out. The church ought to 
be reaching into these places, but it is not doing it. 

And the men and women who have been attending 
church have been hearing so many things beside the 
pure gospel that they have become confused. What 
Henry Drummond said of the inquiry-room in a revival 
in England is still true in a measure. ‘The inquiry- 
room,’’ he said, ‘‘again revealed the fact that nine- 
tenths of the church members are as ignorant of the 
doctrine of free grace as a Hottentot.’’ Not only the 
pastors have been blinded by Satan and have been 
induced to preach another gospel, but the earnest 
ministers who are ‘‘orthodox’’ in their preaching 
have scarcely realized how difficult they have been 
making the gospel of grace to the plain man. It is 
made plain by the evangelist. 

The sensationalism of modern evangelism is an in- 
dictment of the church of Christ as she is to-day. 
For this evangelism is sensational largely at the points 
where it takes issue with the formalism or the dead 
ritual or the unbelief or the ineffectiveness of the 
modern church. 

Some things can be pointed out in this modern 
evangelism and its results that are regrettable. It is 
an imperfect work of evangelism. Allof men's efforts 
are imperfect. But is there a doubt that God has put 
his sanction upon the preaching of these men, of whom 
Billy Sunday is the outstanding example? Methods 
are faulty ; mistakes are made ; but the evangelism 
that itself results is a work of God. His work is per- 
fect. It is one of the marvels of God's grace that he 
does his perfect work through the clumsy, stumbling 
efforts of faulty men. 

God has placed his sanction upon these messengers 
of his, not indeed upon all of these methods. And 
the pastoral and personal evangelism that is the 
method needed for a continual revival in the church 
of Christ is receiving a dynamic to-day such as has 
been known in perhaps no day in the past—from the 
sensational evangelism of the sawdust trail. 





1In next week's Easter Number will be published’a page of 
life incidents that show how this personal work has been 
done in the Sunday Campaign in Philadelphia. 
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The Review Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HE captain and crew of a steamship ran across a 
T derelict vessel at sea about Christmas time two 
ears ago. ‘lhe captain investigated, believed 
that the derelict could be saved, placed a prize crew 
of five men on board, and towed the boat to the near- 
est port. The derelict was found to have a cargo of 
logwood worth about $75,000. It was an unexpected 
Christmas present, said to have been ‘the richest 
prize |picked up si seain many years,” for the cap- 
tain, crew, and owners of the rescuing ship. 

Men would eagerly spend themselves to rescue a 
wreck that. promised such rich returns. God's ways 
are not men's ways. God saw that this world was 
wrecked, a derelict through sin. He started in to 
rescue it through one nation, Israel. ‘Then Israei 
herself was wrecked, a derelict through sin. God 
started in to rescue Israel, for her own sake and the 
sake of the world, But he knew, before he started, 
that Ae would get nothing out of the rescue. There 
is no salvage” iu it for God. We hear our Lord 
saying, ‘‘ When ye shall have done all the things that 
are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable serv- 
ants” (Luke 17: 10) To rescue Israel and the 
world has already cost God more than he can ever 
get back. Yet he is going on with the rescue until it 
is triumphantly completed, That is what God's love 
means. The steamship crew got a great Christmas 
present in their rescue work. God gives a great 
Christmas present ii his rescue work. 


Our Background Review 

What are three great testings of mankind? ‘The 
testing of the race; its failure met wy the judgment 
of the confusion of tongues at Babel (Gen. 11 : 1-9). 
Testing of the Jewish nation; its failure met by the 
judgment of the captivities of Israel (2 Kings 17) and 
Judah - Kings 24, 25). ' ‘Testing of the Gentile na- 
tions, from the time’of Nebuchadnezzar until the 
judgment of the nations at the Coming of our Lord, 
when the stone ‘‘cut out without hands” smites the 
kingdoms of the earth, and itself becomes a great 
mountain and fills the whole earth (Dan, 2). 

Into what three periods, by books, may the history 
of Israel be divided? Theocracy (Joshua, Judges, 
Ruth); Monarchy (Samuels, Kings, Chronicles) ; 
Captivity (Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther). 

The Pentateuch showed the need of a Priest to be 
Redeemer from sin. The Old Testament historical 
and poetical books showed the need of a King who 
would do all that an earthly king symbolized. The 
prophetical Old Testament ks showed the need of 
a Prophet to teach God's will. Thus all Old Testa- 
ment history and literature look forward to the Mes- 
siah; and Christ is the Prophet to reveal, the Priest 
to redeem, the King to rule. 

Review the seven ages or dispensations, from Gen- 
esis to Revelation, given in the ‘‘ Background Mate- 
rial" in last week's Pilot. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face letters at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

If a good friend of yours showed you the secret of 
working miracles whenever you really needed a mir- 
acle; if he kept you supplied with all the money you 
could possibly need; 1f he made your life happy, 
filled with friends and good times; if he protected 
you against injury and harm,—do you .think you 
would be quick to turn the cold shoulder on him and 
take up with some other friend who could do none of 
these things for you? If you did, what short word 
of four letters would describe you? (See if the class 
can guess.) Yes; that’s it: f-o-o-l. 

Haven't we been watching Israel play the fool in 
just this way during the t three months’ lessons? 

fore we get through with our review to-day, let us 
see if we can discuver the answer to the question, 
why did she piay the fool ? 

From one or more pupils to whom it has been 
assigned in advance, have a list read aloud of the 
things God did for Israel, given in Nehemiah 9: 15-31. 

Have other pupils, by advance assignment, tell 
some of the things that Israel did against God, shown 
in the same passage. It is a tragic contrast. 

You can take your choice of a variety of ways of 
bringing before the class some of the most interesting 
and significant facts of the quarter’s lessons. Dr. 
Thomas shows how to conduct a review by books, 
and a review by persons. Pucker’s class had an 
exceptionally interestin peview gates game (Rog-: 
ers, b-c) which could well be u in a class of almost 
any age, younger or older, even in adult classes. 

series of symbols or signs for ten of the lessons: 


is suggested by Miss Patterson (a), and can be used 
in any class to test recognition of the lessons as the 
symbols are mentioned. 

A review of the history of the ana can be made 
by the teacher's preparing beforehand on such mate- 
rial as the following, and then drawing out from the 
class, by questioning, as much of it as an filling 
in whatever the class does not remember 

What was the first decisive or characteristic act of 
each deliverer-judge whom we have studied ? 

What were the personal characteristics of each 
judge or king studied ? (Thomas, II.) 

hat reasons, if any, are given for each back- 
sliding of Israel during the quarter ? 

A word-picture review, carefully prepared by the 
teacher, makes an interesting test for the class. 
Thus the teacher says; ‘‘I see a woman and a man 
talking together. She says, ‘God wants you to take 
ten thousand men and fight the enemy, and you will 
win.” The man answers, ‘I won't go unless you 
will go with me.’ Who are they? Did the woman 
go? How did the fight come out?” Let some lead- 
ing incident in each lesson be thus described without 
names, but with a good deal of vivid detail, the class 
each time to guess the answer. 

For adult or other classes where advisable, a study 
of the Land in relation to Israel, as recorded or 
prophenes in Old Testament and New, can be made 

tuitful. By advance assignments of Scripture mate- 

rial (which the teacher can readily locate by a con- 
cordance, Bible Dictionary, ot Scofield Bible), show 
how and when God first gave the Land to Israel, 
what promises were made about it, how Israel’s suc- 
cess or failure in appecgmieiing this Land marked her 
success or failure in other ways, how inextricably the 
Land is connected with Israel's life since Abraham's 
day, and, according to prophecy, always will be. 
Some member of the class might look up, through 
magazine articles or a cyclopeedia, whatever can be 
found on the modern Zionist movement. 

A geographical review is easily made, using the 
material in ‘* Visiting the Lesson Scenes,”.in Mr. 
Rogers’ article (d-e), and in Miss Patterson’s (b, c, d). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


Why was Israel such a fool as to turn away, over 
and over again, from God and all the miraculous, 
wonderful, practical blessings that he invariably gave 
when they let him by their obedience ? 

There seems to be only one reasonable explana- 
tion. Israel, somehow, was deceived into believing 
lies about God. Is not that the only reasonable ex- 
planation of why men ever sin? Probably no man, 
woman, or child ever consciously sins except for the 
fact that, at the moment of sinning, some lie is be- 
lieved instead of the truth. Satan is the father of 
lies (John 8; 44). Sin and Satan promise us that, by 
yielding to them, we shall have something more to 
our advantage than we can have by yielding to God. 
Or they persuade us that we have got to yield, 
whether we want to or not,—and that is a lie (1 Cor. 
10 : 13) if we will but trust Christ. 

Look back through the lessons of the 
discover some of the lies that Israel at different times 
believed, which resulted in their sinning. Thus they 
believed it would be to their advantage to serve the 





Lesson Calendar for the First Quarter 
Golden Text for the Quarter: Righteousness exalteth a nation ; but 
sin is a reproach to any people.—Prov. 14 : 34. 
1. January 3.—God’s Patience with Israel... . . . 
Golden Text: Hos. 14 : 4. 
2. January 10.—Deborah and Barak Deliver 
Israel 


Judg. 2: 7-19 


Judg. 4 : 4-23; 5: 1-22 
Golden Text : Psa. 34 : 17. 


3. January 17.—The Call of Gideon... .... . Judg. 6 : 11-40 
Golden Text: Psa. 65: 4 
4- January 24.—Gideon and the Three Hundred ..... . judg. 7 


Golden Text : Zech. 4 : 6. 
5. January 31.—The Birth of Samson (Tem- 
eae ae 
Golden Text : Judg. 13 : 4. 


Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25 


6. February 7.—Ruth Chooses the True God ........ Ruth 

Golden Text: Ruth 1: 16. 
7- February 14.—Samuel Called to be a 

_ ae ee ee 1 Sam. 1 : 24-28; chapter 3 
Golden Text : 1 Sam. 3 : 9. 

8. February 21.—The Death of Eli and his Soms. . . 1 Sam. 4 : 1-18 

Golden Text: Jas. 1 : 22. 

9 February 28.—Samuel, the Victorious Leader. . . 1 Sam. 7 : 3-17 
Golden Text: 1 Sam. 7 : 12. 

10. March 7.—Saul Anointed King ..... ..,..-. x Sam, 810 
Golden Text: x Pet. 2 : 17. 

1x. March 14.—Saul Gains his Kingdom ......... 1 Sam. 12 


Golden Text : Prov. 16 : 32. 

12. March 2t.—Jonathan and his Armorbearer . . 

' den Text: Rom. 13 : 12. 

33. March 28.—Review-:'Géd's Merciés to Disobedient Israel 
t ¢ ¥ Golden Text!) Prov. +i a4 


. - 3 Sam. 14 : 1-46 


uarter and . 


= 








LESSON 13. MARCH 28. REVIEW: GOD’S MERCIES TO DISOBEDIENT ISRAEL 


Golden Text: Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a reproach to any people.—Proverbs 14 : 34 





Baelim ; they believed they would be better off if 
they were more like the people round about them ; 
they believed the Canaanites were more powerful 
than themselves ; they believed it was unnecessary 
to drive the Canaanites entirely out of the land. 

Christ is the truth (John 14: 6). Satan’s sary bepe 
is to persuade us that Christ is not the truth. Notice 
the account of the lying working of the anti-Christ 
who is yet to come (2 Thess. 2: 9-12). Satan is aw- 
fully limited ; he can only keep on using his one 
old weapon, the lie. But the tragedy of it is that 
that weapon is not worn out against most people. 
Let us ask God to show us the simple truth, ever 
time temptation of. any sort assails us, so that, wit 
our eyes fixed upon Jesus, we may éuow that His 
promises are true and that the blessings of abiding 
in him are infinitely ter, now and for eternity, 
than the blessings which Satan offers us and which 
really are curses, lying counterfeits of blessings. 

If israel had rested faithfully in the God of truth, 
the past quarter’s lessons would have been different. 
The world would have been different. Christ would 
have been reigning as King on this earth before now. 

Shall we not accept Christ the Truth as our vic- 
tory ? (John 8: 32.) 

Teaching Points 

At the end of the chapter which reviews ‘‘God’s Mer- 
cies to Disobedient Israel ’’ (Neh. 9), Israel in repentance 
promised to do God’s will, In Nehemiah 9 : 38 and 10: 
29 they pledged themselves to keep God’s law. And if 
by so doing they thought they could win the blessing they 
had forfeited, they made a great mistake. We cannot win 
the blessing of salvation for here or hereafter by keeping 
the law. TZey could not. That was then and is now an 
attempt to get salvation through good works. It would 
have been better had they cried out, **Oh Lord, we cannot 
keep thy law. We have tried and failed. Now we fling 
ourselves upon thy mercy and beseech that thou in thy 
gree will keep us.’’ God’s grace enables us to keep the 
aw which otherwise we are sure to break. Good works 


_are the result of salvation, not the way into it. 


‘* Two facts stand out—the utter failure of Israel; the 
persistent grace of Jehovah. In.the choice of the judges 
is illustrated Zechariah’s great word (4 : 6), ‘ Not. by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah’; and 
Paul’s word (1 Cor, I : 26), ‘ not many wise after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called,’ ”’ 


‘¢ The longsuffering of our Lord is salvation ’’ (2 Pet. 
3+ 15). 

We are living in the day of God’s grace, his patience, 
But the day of grace will pass. It may pass to-day. Delay 
is unspeakably dangerous. 

The editorial in this issue on ** The Peril of Becoming 
Children ’’ shows how degeneracy marked Israel’s and 
may mark our life. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
When God calls for special service those who are not 


mighty or noble, what characteristics do you think he does 
look for ? 


Had Israel on the whole gained or lost spiritually during 
the historical period of this quarter? 

Can Christians live without having such ups and downs 
in their spiritual life as Israel had in her Canaan experi- 
ence? 

Five good review questions are given in Miss Patterson’s 
article, section 3. ; 

Is there anything really wrong in wishing to be like the 
people round about us ? 

In view of all that God himself did to strengthen Israel 
spiritually, does her history prove that God expected too 
much if he expected Israel to live true to him? 


A Glimpse, of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
Saul Rejected by the Lord (r Sam. 15). 
Or, Easter Lesson: The Resurrection (Matt. 28 : 1-10). 


|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the bers’ own prep ion. ] 

Two men were offered each akingdom. The Father 
in heaven did all he could for them both. He asked 
them to carry out all his plans to the uttermost. 
That was the condition of their winning their king- 
doms permanently, One of these men did a great 
deal for God. But he didn’t do quite ica brag 
The other weht to the limit. Next Sunday, Easter, 
we ss, Sane to study how one failed and the other 
succeeded. Can you guess their names ? 


Explain fully what God asked Saul to do with the Ama- 
lekites and their possessions. 
What did Saul do with them ? 


What do you think was the people’s real purpose in 
verse 15? 


Whiat does Easter mean to you? 
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Mastering the Quarter’s Lessons 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





In 


REVIEW does not mean a mere repetition. 
any case this would be impossible, because it 
would mean the attempt to get twelve lessons 

into one. A review must somehow involve a new 

view, a combination of the lessons in such a way as 


A 


to give a fresh idea of the whole. How shall we do 
this? There are perhaps three available ways, ac- 
cording to the character of our class. 


1. A Review. by Books 

The quarter's lessons cover the time from the death 
of Joshua to the reign of Saul, and include the material 
found in three books. ‘lhe time covered is perhaps 
350 years, from about 1434 to 1103 B, C., according to 
Dr. Willis J. Beecher, although authorities differ by 
a century as to the exact dates. The subject is 
treated quite fully in Anstey’s ‘‘ Romance of Biblical 
Chronology ” (Association ss, $2.75). 

1. The Book of Judges.—As ateoets noted the 
book can be outlined as follows: (1) Introduction 
(1: 1to 3:6). (2) The book proper (3 : 7 to 16: 31). 
This deals with the various men by whom God de- 
livered his ple. (3) Appendix (17-21). Durin 
the time of the Judges there were six invasions an 
six deliverances, (a) 

‘The time of the judges can best be understood as 
the expression of the inability of the people to work 
together in unity under God as their invisible King. 
The result was a serious decline from the higher 
standard of the time of Moses and Joshua. They had 
no central government or local authority, and yet 
they were required to be faithful to their invisible 
divine King. For the. purpose of working out this 
problem God had separated them, given them a land, 
and at the same time allowed them to be tested. The 
result was that the lack of national unity was real- 
ized, and this in turn led on to the next stage, that 
of Samuel, by means of whom the people were given 
a king. (b) 

. The key-thought of the period is anarchy. The 

last verse (21 : 25) sums up everything. The record 
revolves around personages; either the results are 
‘good from having leaders, or bad if they have not. 
The message 1s threefold:.(1) Degeneration. There 
is danger when faith rests on man, not on God. 
God’s people do not possess any privilege of ‘sinning 
with impunity. There are possibilities of sinning 
even in the children of God, (2) Discipline. The 
divine law is inflexible against indulgence in sin. 
Sin in the children of God means greater responsi- 
bility. (3) Deliverance. The divine resources of 
grace and government are seen all through, and also 
His divine persistence with his children. (c) 

2. The Book of Ruth.—Ruth is an exception to the 
general gloom of sin, showing that even amidst much 
wandering and idolatry, there were those in out-of- 
the-way places who still were faithful to God. The 
entire book may be easily summarized: (1) The 
Choice of Faith (chaps. 1, 2). (2) The Courage of 
Faith (chap. 3). (3) ‘The Crown of Faith (chap.*4). 
One special point of importance in connection with 
this book is that Ruth is the ancestress of David. (d) 


3. The First Book of Samuel.—As Judges records. 


the attempt to teach Israel that Jehovah was their 
King, so Samuel was raised up first to unite the peo- 
ple, and then to be the means of passing them on 
rom the direct government of God to the theocratic 
monarchy under Saul. This quarter is divided into 
two parts. (e) 

Samuel's rinie 4 work (chaps. 1-7) was intended to 
bring Israel back to a sense of their relation to God 
and their unity. His efforts as prophet and leader 
were of special importance in instructing the people 
and preparing the way for the future. ‘‘ Samuel was 
to David what John the Baptist was to Jesus.” The 
reign of Saul in this quarter covers only a part 
(though most) of his time (chaps 8-14). (f) 

The establishment of the kingdom was the creation 
ef a central visible power, and the royal position, 
when properly understood and carried out, was no 
contradiction of the principle of God’s government. 
Everything depended upon the character of the king. 
When therefore the people. petitioned for a king, it 
was right or wrong according to the motive. A sense 
of powerlessness would have been a justifiable reason 
to necessitate their asking for a king. But when 
they wanted one to make them like the nations round 
them, this really meant a rejection of God as their 
King. Samuel knew the motive, and while the re- 
quest was ge the spirit that prompted it was 
rebuked. he people persisted, and Saul was 
chosen, (g) 

The story of his reign (including the first lesson in 
the second quarter) shows quite clearly the fault and 
failure of this human experiment. If only the peqple 
had patiently waited, God had his own selection in 
readiness, and would have revealed him in due 
course. 


‘dient Israel.”’ 





The message again is threefold: (1) In Eli we see 
laxity; (2) in Samuel consecration; (3) and in Saul 
unfaithfulness. Implicit obedience is enforced, right- 
eous retribution is exemplified, and godly repentance 
is illustrated, - 


Il. A Review by Persons 

For many classes a review by means of biographies 

roves interesting and profitable. Many truths are 
orcefully brought home by association with persons, 
and these lessons have several outstanding people 
whose lives call for special consideration, It is im- 
possible to deal with every one, but the following 
names will enable most of the history to be included, 
associated, and emphasized. In connection with each 
person mentioned, the effort should be made to fix 
attention on the special feature of the personal char- 
acter. 

Lessons 1 and 2.,—Deborah and Barak. Note the 
one as courageous and the other as shrinking. 

Lessons 3 and 4.—Gideon, Note all through the 
element of caution. 

Lesson 5.—Samson. The main thought is God’s 
intention for him to be consecrated. 

Lesson 6.—Ruth, Observe her decision for God. 

Lesson 7.—Samuel, From earliest days he was 
marked by devotion to the cause of God. 

Lesson 8.—Eli and his sons. Note the weakness 


of the former and the wickedness of the latter. 


Lesson 9.—Samuel. 
Julness to God. 

Lessons 10 and 11,.—Saul. 
and rash. 

Lesson r2,—Jonathan, 
in God. 

Thus each of these characters reveals some aspect 
of truth to which we do well to give heed. 


Ill. A Review by Lessons 
For those who prefer to take the twelve lessons as 
they stand, the whole of the material should be read 
in the light of the title, ‘‘God’s Mercies to Disobe- 
Note the two elements of disobedience 
and mercy in each lesson. 
Lesson 1.—God's Patience with Israel. (1) Israel's 
forgetfulness. (2) God's faithfulness, 
esson 2.—Deborah and Barak Deliver Israel. 
(1) Human relapse. (2) Divine recovery. 
Lesson 3.—The Call of Gideon. (1) Israel's plight. 
(2) God’s preparation. | 
Lesson 4.—Gideon and the Three Hundred. (1) 
(1) Righteous 


This time we note his fazth- 
At once /arge-hearted 


A man of true confidence 


Severe testing. (2) Splendid triumph. 
Lesson 5.—The Birth of Samson. 
punishment. (2) Merciful preparation. 

Lesson 6.—Ruth Chooses the True God. 
mi's trouble. (2) Ruth’s trust. 

Lesson 7.—Samuel Called to be a Prophet. 
Human punishment. (2) Divine provision. 

Lesson 8.—The Death of Eli and His Sons. 
Deplorable sin. (2) Deserved suffering. 

esson 9.—Samuel the Victorious Leader. (1.) 

The people’s repentance. (2) The prophet’s revival. 

Lesson 10.—Saul Anointed King. (1) Human 
persistence. (2) Divine permission. 

Lesson 11.—Saul Gains His Kingdom. 
meanness. (2) Striking magnanimity. 

Lesson 12.—Jonathan and His Armorbearer. 
Jonathan's reliance. (2) Saul’s rashness. 


IV. Central Truths 

The Golden Text drives home the solemn truths 
which arise out of the story of this quarter's lessons: 
‘* Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a re- 
proach to any people” (Prov. 14 : 34). 

1. The Righteousness that Exalts.—Righteous- 
ness literally means ‘‘ rightness,’ the state of being 
right with God. This is what God intended for 
Israel. He made choice of them as unique among 
the nations of the earth, that they might first receive, 
then rea/ize, and then reproduce his righteousness. 
This always exalts both an individual and a commu- 
nity, for there is nothing so uplifting as the state of 
being right with God. (h) 

2. The Sin that Reproaches.—The story of Israel 
reveals how far short they came of.realizing the 
divine purpose. Sin literally means ‘* missing the 
mark,” and whenever Israel did wrong they failed to 
fulfil what God intended.’ This is always the mean- 
ing of sin, and Paul describes it as “‘ falling short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 3: 23). It is this that 
always causes reproach, our conscience being rebuked 
because of wrong-doing. 

3. The Grace that Cuaranters,—It is impossible 
to leave this review without reminding ourselves of 
the way in which righteousness is made possible and 
sin avoided. As we look back over our past we need 
mercy, and as we think ef the present and future we 
need grace. This twofold necessity gives special 


(1) Nao- 
(1) 
(1) 


(1) Sinful 
(1) 
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point to these words, ‘‘ Let us therefore draw near 
with boldness unto the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy, and may find grace to help us in time 
of need” (Heb, 4: 16), Thus while Israel’s histor 
was marked by fat/ure, God ever revealed his faith- 
Juiness, The pooner set for reading (Neh. 9 : 26- 
31) has two references to ‘‘ nevertheless,” the one 
dealing with Israel's sin (v. 26), and the other with 
divine mercy (v. 31). And so as we review Israel's 
past, and our own in the light of it, we need to re- 
member the old prayer, ‘*Lord have mercy upon us, 
and incline our hearts to keep this law.” (i) 


Wryc irre Co__ece, Toronto, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—God’s Patience With Israel (Judges 2: 
7-19). A lesson in leadership. Dr. Erdman's beau- 
tiful story of how William the freight-handler led 
the president of the road into the kingdom, The 
rapid slide down when religion is neglected. The 
Baalim will get you if you don’t watch out. They 
shout ‘‘ baa” at all their followers. No mocker like 
sin. But, as usual, back behind the whole sad story 
is the great loving heart of God, Sinners, bad ones, 
God sent his Son to save. 


Lesson 2.—Deborah and Barak (Judges 4: 4-23; 
5:1-22), The masterful woman. The woman with 
sense, courage, and trust, the Deborah woman, The 
bee. Busy, buzzy, honey, and a sting. Women who 
have initiated most reforms, and have joined weak- 
ness with God and conquered. That unprinted 
motto, ‘‘ Up, for this is the day.”’ The day to be a 
real man and come home to Deborah a lover. No 
more war, because Money and Labor say no, It was 
a good lesson and ended in a song. 


Lesson 3.—The Call of Gideon (Judg. 6: 11-40), 
The kind of folks angels can cal] upon are only those 
who belong to the aristocracy—of heaven. Now are 
we the sons of God. God never with those who are 
against him. Rum and slave-traders’ fortunes and 
folks—where? ‘The very first thing for success. 
What do you weigh in little old Squedunk? And 
how many miracles wil] make you move out of 
Doubting Castle ? 


Lesson 4.—Gideon and the Three Hundred (J udg. 7). 
A lesson for this day when most folks talk * big.” 
Don't forget that Woman’s Adult Bible Class of one at 
the well taught by Jesus, and that Men’s Adult Bible 
Class of one in the desert, taught by Philip. The 
testing by the commonplaces of life. Not what you 
are on dress parade, but what you are at home. The 
hundredth man. Do you mean business? Or are 
you ‘‘down on your shirt-front” with your face in 
the water ? (a) 


Lesson 5.—Birth of Samson (Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25). 
One of the heroes of our youth is as carefully born 
1000 B.C. as babies will be 2000 A.D. ‘‘Totrain a 
child begin with his grandfather.” All of us fine 
big strapping fellows are busy singing the Doxology 
and throwing bouquets on the graves of our good old 
forbears. Good mothers, blessed growing children. 
When the Spirit of the Lord is driven out, the Devil 
ine in, and then there is the Devil to pay in 


Lesson 6.—Ruth Chooses the True God (Ruth 1). 
The prettiest little love-story in all the world. Are 
ouaman? And are you still a sweetheart? The 
over who will never take a‘‘ No”? And is married 
by the girl ‘*to get rid of him,” because he carried 
the real thing? The Naomi Circle up at St. Some- 
body’s where all the young widows go, And the 


_ picture for the wall was ‘‘a Ruth,” and the pet was 


a Boston bull,—because both were true. And with 
the Great Chemist we closed a great lesson. 


Lesson 7.—Samuel Called to be a Prophet (1 Sam. 
I : 24-28; chap. 3). ‘* Here am I,” says Johnny-on- 
the-spot. The secret of all the Samuels is a sure- 
enough mother. A Samuel is a home-grown product. 
A boy gets to know God when he gets to know life— 
and not before. Life and religion must be taught to- 

ether. Alas, the boy with an indulgent ather. 

rive with the tight line. Behold the lilies how they 
grow, spread leaves and God’s sunshine and just 
grow. 


Lesson 8.—Death of Eli and His Sons (1 Sam. 4: 
1-18). Every time we venture away from headquar- 
ters there is old Mr. Philistine laying for us. Bunny 
is not the only rabbit that has to run forit. The 
symbol of religion in the camp is no good. There 
must be the shekinah over it. The saloonkeeper 
belonged to church! All Philistines can get a good 
war-cry, and they generally do. ‘‘ Poor old it 
Who is the master where you live ? 


Lesson 9.—Samuel, the Victorious Leader (1 Sam. 
7: 3-17). This was a lesson on the blessing of gettin 
together. It Lee, ‘ree in the lobby of the hotel, onl 
wound up in the little room in Paradise ‘‘ over Rutt’s 
drugstore.”. The Philistines could not do a thing 
when Ebenezer was on the bariner and religion was 
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-in the heart. We had’ some “ scrambled-egy * exe- 
gesis, and found that when God was for us and 
**scrambled” with us it did not make any difference 
whether we had a blacksmith or not. 


Lesson 10.—Saul Anointed King (1 Sam. 8 to 10). The 
little saleslady in black who never knew the old fel- 
low in spectacles was talking with God about her. 
Neither do you. Thank God he has made our hearts 
invisible to all but his own loving and oe gts Seve 
Our land and all lands desire good men and honor 
them. ‘Get UP.” Aren’t you as good as a horse ? 
Be a prince over the inheritance. That is what God 
made you for. (b) 


Lesson t1.—Saul Gains His Kingdom (1 Sam. 11). 
Whenever the Christian falls he puts a reproach upon 
all Christendom. When the Spirit of God comes 
upon a ruler there is always something doing. ‘I'he 
fear of the Lord falls upon the people. ‘The solution 
of the labor and all social problems. America meets 
her to-morrow, and good things are being daily done. 


Lesson 12.—Jonathar and His Armor-Bearer (1 Sam. 
4: 1-46). The secret of all our Jonathans is trust in 
God and trust in Jonathan, hat’s the use asking 
Pop? is the way most big things have come, The 
two crags, Thorny and Raining, — which one will 

ou climb? Those rare jewels, ‘‘ according-to-thine- 
heart helpers, are pearled in the waters of heaven. 
The earthquake only comes after the climb and the 
furrow-planting. A great lesson this, wasn’t it. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘Times 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Difference.— Righteousness exaltethanation ; 
But sin is a reproach to any people (Golden Text). 
A missionary who had seen thirty years of service, 
and was on ber third furlough, was asked by a lady 
if the United States really seemed like a Christian 
land to her. She replied: *‘ The contrast with a 
heathen land is thrilling. The longer I am here the 
more I realize the difference between it and a heathen 
land. Undoubtedly there are great evils here, but 
for all that the moral tone is high, and there is an at- 
mosphere of true religion. I felt the difference as 
soon as I landed, and it has grown upon me every 
day."—From The Christian Herald, Sent by Nellie 
Bushnell West, Hartford, Conn, (a) 


The Blemish.— Righteousness exalteth a nation; 
But sin is a reproach to any people (Golden Text). 
An Armenian, shrewd, courtly, as many of them are, 
was asked if he was happy in America. He answered: 
‘*Good country, 8 work, good pay, good food,” 
and paused, his thought not yet complete. Then, 
with a look of perplexity and pain, he added, ‘‘ Too 
much sinner."’— from The Christian Endeavor 
World. Sent by E. Hovey, Toronto, Car. 


Playing the Gentleman.—Righ/eousness exaltetha 
naizon (Golden Text). A writer for the Church 
Peace Union says: ‘‘ The United States can show 
how a nation can be a gentleman as an individual 
can be. It has twice happened, and astounded the 
world, One was the relinquishing of Cuba, and the 
other was in remitting the great debt China owed 
her as indemnity from the Boxer uprising. China 
owed the United States $14,000,000. The United 
States played the soanerns and remitted a large 
part of this sum, hat one act is better defense to 
the United States from attack by China than a fleet 
of gunboats covering the whole Pacific. China sim- 
ply cannot make war with the United States after 
that act. She is now sending five hundred students 
a year to this country on the interest of this money, 
putting them in our colleges. This deed also at- 
tracted the attention of all other nations, and even 
the most warlike said, ‘‘ That is better than war.""— 
From The Classmate. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. The prise for this week is 
awarded to this tllustration, (b) 


Not Time Lost.—Aighicousness exalteth a nation 
(Golden Text), Nations, like individuals, need to 
keep time with God. ‘I was in a large telegraph 
office the other afternoon when a voice from an upper 
room said, ‘Sixteen hours.’ Instantly each oper- 
ator stepped signaling, and set all clocks and watches 
in the establishment at four o'clock sharp. Every 
day, from the city observatory at Madras, the time- 
pieces of over nine thousand telegraph offices in the 
empire are set right, and the operation takes two 
minutes. It is worth while, so the government 
thinks, to stop the traffic on over 72,000 miles of tele- 


graph lines, and over 287,000 miles of telegraphic 


wire, at least once every twenty-four hours, to cor- 
rect wayward clocks and set them to the sun. That 
set me thinking. Do I stop habitually, systematic- 
ally, and regularly in the rush of life’s duties, at 
least once a day, for my spiritual nature, very way- 
ward, ‘alas! t6 be set right with God ?"— Rickard 
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Righteousness Lifted Up.—Aighiecousness exalteth 
a nation (Golden Text), On the coast of Norway is 
a lighthouse where a keeper lived with his two chil- 
dren. One day he went to the distant shore for pro- 
visions, A storm arose, and he was unable to re- 
turn. The time for lighting the eau Samm, and 
Mary, the elder child, said to her little ther, ** We 
must light the lamp, Willie.” ‘*How can we?” 
asked Willie. ‘‘ We ain’t big enough.” But the two 
children climbed the long, narrow stairs to the tower 
where the lamp was kept. Mary pulled up a chair 
and tried to reach the lamp in the great reflector ; it 
was teo high. ee down the stairs she ascended 
again with a small oil lamp in her hand, ‘I can 
hold this up,” she said to her little brother. She 
climbed on the chair again, but still the reflector was 
just beyond her reach. ‘* Get down,” said Willie, “I 

now what we can do.” She jumped down, and he 
stretched his little body across the chair. ‘Stand 
on me,” he said. And she stood on the little fellow 
as he lay across the chair. She raised the lamp high, 
and its light shone far out across the water. Hold- 
ing it first with one hand then with the other to rest 
her little arms she called down to her brother, ‘* Does 
it hurt you, Willie?” ‘ Of course it hurts,” he called 
back, ** but keep the light burning.” Are we keep- 
ing the light of God's love burning in the world even 
though it hurts? Are we holding it up so that all 
nations may see its beams afar?—Sen? by Julia A. 
Robinson, Boston, Mass. 


% 
’ Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


EACHERS who have all the stereographs al- 
ready used in this quarter's lessons may find 
it a wise bit of neighborliness to lend them this 

week (always with at least one stereoscope) to some 
class less fortunately equipped. ‘Then for the pupils 
who have already had a chance to see the lesson 
places ,in detail, it will be helpful to use a stereo- 
graph showing the Palestine Exploration Society's 
official Relief Map of the country. The map itself 
is rather expensive, but the stereograph serves its 
purpose, giving a sort of bird's-eye outlook, as if one 
were in an aeroplane hovering over the southern 
borders of Palestine. Several numbered spots on 
the relief map are identified by memoranda on the 
back of the stereograph mount, 

Fixing those places in mind, one can readily locate 
with approximate accuracy the scenes of Jonathan’s 
exploit; of Gideon's battle; of Ruth’s crossing from 
Moab (to Jericho) ; of Samuel's call at Shiloh. The 
map gives a particularly good chance to show pupils 
how Hebrew settlers east of Jordan had less easy 
communication with their kinsmen than those west 
of —— and Esdraelon plain, with its onneeng 
valleys, offered the most natural route from Gilea 
to the Mediterranean. That was one of the human 
reasons why Barak and Gideon in the North country 
were among the first to distinguish themselves as 
national heroes. (a) 

The stereograph to be used is called a ‘ Relief 
map of Palestine by the Palestine Exploration 
Society.” 

The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places real, - Forty-five p will be visited dur- 
ing 1915. ‘The forty - five ste aphs cost $7.50, and, if 
all are ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
will be given free. Ten places will be described with the 
lessons of the second quarter ; cost $1.67. The four for April 
cost 67 cents. Less than four in one order are 20 cents each. 
Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Postage or express is prepaid 
on orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes. Address 


The Sunday School Times Company, 103 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 2 


From the Platform 


By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Lord, God, our Father, 
teach us humility. Help us to learn without the chastise- 
ment of thy rod ; but if we will not learn any other way 
teach us that way, We would go home with thee. Leave 
us not to grope our way alone in the dark. Stay thou 
close to us, Lead us by thy way, only lead us day by day 
closer to thyself. We. would give ourselves and all that 
we are and ali that we have to thee. Make us of some 
account to thee and to the world. Help us when the 
Devil makes it hard for us to live for thy glory. In the 
name of Jesus we ask it. Amen. 


F ANYBODY has the notion that the Devil is out 
of business, or has been, he need but to look at 
the history of the world, and then look around 

him at conditions of the present day. The everlast- 

ing struggle between the and the evil has been 

goin on through the centuries. It is true of the in- 
ividual and of the nations, 

The Devil is a real personality. He has a number 

of helpers; their name is legion, for they are many. 
He incites to rebellion against God. He makes the 


‘strong oppress the weak. . He incites men to lie, to 


uoted in The Sunday School Chronicle. -cheat,- 
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t, to steal,_to-murder,and-to-do a-thousand 
things against the law of Ged. He is at it-day and 
night, year in and year out, from generation to gen- 
eration. About the time thé Israelites had gone be- 


‘fore God in sackeloth and ashés and confessed their 


sins, and were on the high road to prosperity and 
happiness, the.Devil. would get in his work and upset 
the whole thing. ; 

He can deceive the very elect of God sometimes. 
He made men believe that if they threw God's law 
behind their backs therefore its penalty would not 
be visited upon them. They killed the prophets of 
God, like the man who smashed up the fire-alarm 
system so as to stop the fires in his oy Affliction 
after affliction came upon the le of , but they 
were hard to teach the truth of God. So are we. 
How many of us really believe that the violation of 
the law of God will bring its penalty ? 

But there is another side of it. Not only is the 
Devil in the world, and busy as can be; not only. is 
God just: he is also merciful and patient. is 
affliction of his people is always a mercy. God is a 
great teacher, and if we will not learn from his Book 
and from his gentle pleadings in our spirit he will 
use another method. Gideon was a rather vigorous 
teacher (Judg. 8 : 16), and sometimes God has to use 
the same methods on us. If we will give God any 
sort of opportunity, he will lead us home by the 
smooth, easy path. But if we will not go that way, 
he will exercise his great mercy toward us, and take 
us home by the way of the road of affliction. Let us 
give God gratitude for his manifold mercies. 


FOR anges [joo 
ERCIES RATITUDE 


Kinston, N. C, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical Psalm 
book ** Bible Songs °’) 


** Depth of mercy ! can there be."’ Psalm 136 : 1-26 


‘**God calling yet! shall I not (293 : 1-3) 
hear?” Psalm 36: 5-12 

‘*Tust as | am, without one plea."’ (75:1, 3. 4) 

‘* Love divine, all love excelling."’ Psal : eS 

**O Jesus, thou art standing."’ ee FP + eee : 

‘* Sinners, turn ; why will ye die ?"’ (204 : 1-4). 


‘* Softly and tenderly Jesus is call- Psalm 67 : 1-7 


ing. (133 : T-3). 
** There’s.a wideness in God's Psalm 103 : 1-22 
mercy.” (207: 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EFORE tHe Review.—A boy about your size 
pares until dark. He was so tired that he 
curled up on the sofa and went to sleep. He 
must have dreamed, for he thought he was playing 
by the road. When he looked up, two men were 
walking toward him. ‘They stopped to talk to him. 
One man had such a pleasant face that we will call 
him Mr. Right. He said to the boy, Come with me, 
and I will show you the things that are good and 
beautiful in the world. I will teach you the right 
way to live. I will lift you by so that you can see 
far over earth and sea, and far into the sky. You 
will learn the wonderful secrets of God. Wil! you 
come with me? 

The boy was about to take Mr. Right’s hand when 
the other man said, Don’t believe him ; come with 
me; I will let you do whatever you please. My name 
is Mr. Wrong. I will let you swear and steal or tell 
lies; you may learn to smoke and drink; you may 
get angry and%even kill somebody if you feel like it, 

‘The boy was frightened. Just then he seemed to 
hear his own father’s voice saying, My boy, every 
child must choose between right and wrong—the time 
has come for you to choose. Right will always — 
to lift you up to the best things, but wrong wiil pull 
you down and make you a sorrow to yourself and 
others, Which will you choose? Just then the boy 
awoke, but his dream was so plain that he was ready 
to choose. Which do you think he chose, right or 
wrong? 

A big name for right is righteousness. Do you 
remember, He leadeth me in the paths of a (eous- 
ness)? Another name for wrongis sin. Point out 
the two words in the Memory Text. 

Development of Memory Text.—How many be- 
lotig to your family? Some families are large and 
some are small. I wonder if this is true: A child who 
is cheerful and obedient, kind and helpful, is sure to 
make his home ——? A child who is cross, disobedi- 
ent, and selfish makes his home ? Every person 
in a family helps to make it better or worse. Extend the 
thought to the school life, also the,city or community). 




















-and girls, men: and 


,_ nation ‘better and safer. 
‘ every child to choose and do right. 


‘LESSON FOR MARCH 28 (Review) 


Now, a nation is made up of ma 
and country people: the little children, boys 


who clrooses right makes the meticn Denter: 


Every person who chooses wrong helps to 

‘pull his nation down and makes it worse. 
hat is what our Bible: text means : 

‘* Righteousness exal a nation ; but sin 

is a reproach to any e.’? What is the 

name of our nation? we help people 


to honor or despise it? Sing a stanza of the 
national anthem, 

Review.—God chose the children of Isracl 
to make a new nation, and he wanted a good 
nation. Near them lived some Midianites 
and Philistines and Ammonites, who wor- 
shiped idols, Sometimes the children of 
Israel tried to be like them, but whenever 
they worshiped idols their sin pulled them 
down into all kinds of trouble, for idols could 
not help them. Repeat responsively Psalm 
115 : 4-9. ins 

Sometimes the Midianites came and stole 
their fruit, grain, and cattle ; several times 
the Philistines came to fight ; once the Am- 
monites came to take the men of Jabesh to 
be slaves, When trouble came the children 
of Israel prayed to God, and he always raised 
up a man or woman to help them, 

With pictures and appropriate songs refer 
to as many of the characters as time permits, 
-howing how each good person helped the 
nation : 

Joshua led them across the Jordan into the 
promised land ; Deborah and Barak won a 
victory over Sisera; Gideon and his three 
hundred chased the Midianites away ; Sam- 
son used his great strength to save Israel 
from the Philistines; Samson and Samuel 
were temperance boys; Ruth and Naomi 
taught the nation how to be kind and loving ; 
Samuel was always helping people to choose 
and do right; Eli taught the nation, but 
Eli’s sons by their sin caused sorrow, and 
lost the ark of God; Saul was a good king 
at first, and helped his nation ; Prince Jona- 
than and his armor-bearer were brave, and 
helped to save their people. from the Philis- 
tines, 


All these people lived long, long ago. 


Our nation is. not,so old, -Perhaps you can’ 


(name some men and women who have helped 
our nation, Frances.Willard helped to make 
temperance boys and girls, and every tem- 
perance ‘man, woman, or child makes our 
Jesus can help 


Hand-work.—Write the name of our na- 


: tion, and write something that you would like 


to do to make it better. 
CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Content Patterson 


HE girls met again at the teacher’s 
home with Bibles, charts, and pencils, 
ready for a strenuous hour, 

1. Review of the Lesson Stories.—Owing 
to an oversight the lessons had not been as- 
signed the week before for review, so we 
determined to take our charts, each girl give 
a lesson story, briefly, and when we could 
not remember the titles of the lessons, to 
make up our own. We found the signs on 
the charts helpful in recalling the Jessons in 
their order ; our plan resulted as follows : 

As we looked at our charts the position of 
the tribes among their heathen neighbors 
brought to mind our first lesson: ‘*God’s 
Patience with Israel.’? We remembered that 
Israel had failed to drive out the heathen na- 
tions as God had commanded, and, living 
among them, fell many times into idolatry ; 
yet God patiently bore with them until they 
turned to him in sorrow for their sin, when 
he delivered them from their enemies. This 
brovght to mind the reason for the history of 
the judges—sin, causing punishment, which 
led to repentance, followed by deliverance 
and forgiveness from God. The shield of 
faith recalled Deborah’s victory, Israel with- 
out weapons; the torch, Gideon and the 
three hundred; the pledge-card, Samson’s 
vow : the star, Ruth in-Bethlehem ; the tab- 
ernacle, Samuel’s call; the ark of God, Eli 
and his wicked sons; the memorial stone, 
the revival and victory over the Philistines ; 
the flask of anointing oil, Saul anointed king ; 
the spéar, Saul’s victory at Jabesh-gilead ; 
and the Bible, Jonathan’s victory. (a) 

2. Facts About the Judges.—The charts 
and Bibles put away, the girls were ready to 
tell some things they had learned about the 
history of the Judges. 


ny city 
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The twelve tribes of Israel occupied the | 
mountainous regions of Palestine; we named 
them in their order ; beginning on the west 
of Jordan, the southernmost tribe, they were 

laced as follows: Simeon, Judah, Dan W., 
njamin, Ephraim, Manasseh W., Zebulun, 
Naphtali, Asher, Dan E., Manasseh E., Gad, 
Reuben. The tribe of Levi lived in the cities 
and acted as teachers for the people. (b) 
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draws from charts ia Dr. urlout’s Fencher-Trate- 

ing Lessons for the Sunday-School.”’ Copyright, 1908, 

by Eaton and Mains. Published by the Methodist 
ok Concern. 

The heathen nations were the Philistines, 
Canaanites, Hittites, Midianites, Amorites, 
Moabites and Ammonites. (c) 

‘The Judges began to rule the people after 
the death of Joshua and after Israel was set- 
tled in Canaan. ‘There were fifteen Judges, 
ruling from 1434 to 1100 B.C, The office 
of Judge was not hereditary; God called 
whom he chose and ruled the civil affairs of 
Israel through them, God ruled the religious 
‘lifé of Israel through the priests and later 
through his Prophet, Saniuel, Eight judges 
delivered ‘Israel from seven great heathen 
oppressions. An oppression created much 
distress among the people; all business was 
stopped, the streets of the towns and villages 
were deserted, people hid in caves and pits, 
there was a great scarcity of food and war 
weapons might be taken away. 

The principal places of interest were Mt. 
Tabor, the gathering place of Deborah’s and 
Barak’s army; Mt. Gilboa, the gathering 
place of Gideon’s army; Valley of Jezreel, a 
battlefield ; Shiloh, the home of the Taber- 
nacle; Ramah, the home of Samuel; Bethle- 
hem, thes home of Ruth; Gilgal, the gather- 
ing place of the people. (d) 

The history of the Judges may be expressed 
in a few words: sin, punishment, repent- 
ance, forgiveness, deliverance, The great- 
est of the judges was Samuel, 

The reasons for demanding a king: Sam- 
uel was old, his sons were not good men, 
Israel wanied to be as other nations with a 
king to lead in battle, 
but forgives the people, 
is chosen king, 

3. A Brief Written Test.—The girls had 
but a few moments to answer the following 
questions: 


What judges have we studied about this 
quarter? 

Tell. something of each one. 

Why did Israel sin against God? 

How did God show his love toward Israel ? 

In what way was Jesus connected with 
these lessons ? 


The answers to the first and second ques- 
tions were easily given, as also the fifth,— 
‘Through Ruth, an ancestress of Jesus,’’ 
being the usual form; to the third, ‘ Israel 
had not enough faith in God,’’ «* Because 
they did not think that God could save 
them,”’ ‘‘Because they did not trust in 
God,” ** Because they left God out of their 
plans,” *‘ Because they would not believe in 
God,”’ etc. ; to the fourth the majority an- 
swered that God showed his love toward 
Israel ‘* by helping them’’; one said, ‘* By 
giving them victories when they worshiped 
him, an@ punishing them when they were 
wicked.” 

Throughout our study two lessons stood 


God is displeased, 
Saul of Benjamin 





out. prominently,—the love and tenderness 
of God to those who have done wrong, and 
his eagerness to forgive ; and the wonderful 
things that can be done through faith, ‘‘ For 
without faith it is impossible to please him.’ 
(The girls are writing a review of this quar- 
ter’s lessons to be bound with their charts 
and kept for reference. 


Moopy CHURCH, CHICAGO, 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


RIDAY night at teacher’s house we had 

a kind of a story hour, Each one of 

us had to stand up and read the story 

of some one person we had studied about this 
quarter, ‘leacher hadpicked out the chap- 
ters and verses we needed to make the stories 
complete, and it was right interesting. I 


knew a lot more about those old judges than | 


I did before. (a) : 

Sunday morning when we came to class 
teacher pinned on each boy’s back the name 
of some person in the quarter’s lessons. 
‘Then we had to guess who it was by what 
the other fellows said to us, (b) 

Teacher. warned us at the start that we 
must be still as mice, or it would bother the 
other classes, so we.were careful, But the 
superintendent and secretary both stopped at 
our class to see the fun, 

I was the first one to stand up and show 
the class what name was on my back, 

‘*My, but you were brave,’’ says Bumps, 
“I'd like to have been you.”’ 

** Didn’t you feél lonesome? ’’ asked Carl. 
So I guessed Jonathan. But that wasn’t it. 

** That was an awful big army you ran up 
against,’’ suggested Fred, Then I thought 
of Samson killing a thousand men, but that 
wasn’t right, either. 

**How loud can you blow a_ horn?’’ 
Fatty wanted to know, and by that I knew I 
was Gideon. ' 

‘Then we took Bulldog Jones and tried to 
hint to him who he was without giving it away. 
But pretty soon I asked ‘him if he didn’t miss 
his mother dreadfully, atid he guessed rigitt 
off that hé was Samuel, ': ; 

** Aw, Pucker. gave. it away tog soon,”’ 
grumbled Fred; but. J---couldn’t. help . it, 
could 1? y° 

Well, we kept: on till every fellow guessed 
his name. (c) var ; 

Next came the lesson picture,1 and I tell 
you it was an interesting one, It was a 
photograph of a big niap that, somebody has 
made. But it isn’t just drawn on paper. 
The mountains and hills are all built up of 
putty, or something, just like they really are 
in Palestine. When you look at it throagh 
a stereoscope it is.jast like you were up in a 
flying machine, looking right down on the 
whole country. Teacher explained that all 
the mountains were made higher on this re- 
lief map than they really are, so we could 
see them better, but that they were all in the 
right proportion and’ relationship to each 
other, so they gave a true idea of the geog- 
raphy. (d) 

Every little ways en the map a stake is 
stuck up with a number on ‘it, and on the 
back of the picture it: tells what place each 
number stands for, After we had each 
looked at the map in a general way, teacher 
would ask us where some certain event in the 
quarter's lessons took place. We would tell 
him and then look at that place through the 
stereoscope. When the place wasn’t num- 
bered we would Jook it up on our wall map 
and then locate it on the relief map from that. 

We could see the valley where Barak 
rushed down on Sisera, and the chariots got 
stuck in the mud, and the place where Gid- 
eon’s men broke their pitchers and scared 
the enemy half to death. We found Jeriche 
and thought of Ruth crossing over there from 
her home east of the. Jordan; and lots of 
other places. (e) 

By this time the hour was nearly up, so 
teacher hurried on to’the main point of the 
quarter’s lessons. He said the quarter ought 
to teach us that victory.and success, for na- 
tion or individual, are on the side with God; 
that turning our back on him so as'to have 
our own way is really going over to Satan’s 
side, and that means failure and woe sooner 
or later. 

He told a story of how a man said to 
Abraham. Lincoln during ‘the war: ‘* Mr, 
Lincoln, I hope God is of our side.’’ 

President Lincoln. answered him:: ‘Sir, I 


1 See“ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,”’ page 160 in 


this issue. 
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am much more anxious that I shall be on 
God’s side.’’ ' 

‘Teacher drew two forts on the blackboard, 
with a flag on a pole over each fort. One 
fort was marked, Gop’s Sipe; the other, 
Satan’s side. On God’s flag was written, 
Victory, Success, BLEssEDNEsS. On the 
other it said, DEFEAT, FAILURE, Wor, At 
the top of the board he wrote, ‘* Choose ye 
this day whom ye will serve,” and under the 
forts he put the Golden Text: ‘* Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation ; but sin is a reproach 
to any people,’’ ‘Then the quarter’s lessons 
were over, 

Teacher said next Sunday we begin the 
dark side of Saul’s life, The questions he 
gave out were: 


Questions for Next Lesson 
Why did God order all the Amalekites de- 
stroyed ? 
In what way did Saul fail to carry out his 
orders ? 
Why was it such a sin to spare any Amal- 
ekites ? 
How did Saul try to excuse this sin? 
Why did not God want their sacrifices ? 
Why would not God forgive Saul when he 
said he was sorry? 
How did Samuel feel about Saul’s rejec- 
tion? 
An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
I. Beginnning. » 
Each boy guesses whose name is pinned on 
his back by what the others say. 


Il. Geography. 
Places of the quarter's lessons located ona 
relief map through a stereoscope. 


Ill. Teaching. 

Victory and success are on God's side. 
Illusirate by story of Lincoln and by 
blackboard design. 
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For Family Worship 
|| By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











E FREQUENTLY hear criticisms of 
our schools and colleges because of 
a lack of religious instruction, and 
especially a religious atmosphere. This un- 
doubtedly is true, and the criticisms just, as 
| far as the real condition exists ; but ought 
we not to realize that there is a definite re- 
sponsibility in this whole question, relating 
to the home? -A school.or college is not 
simply that which it is made by a faculty or 
by a board of trustees, but the undergrad- 
uate body, the student element, has much to 
do with the real condition which exists ; and 
although young men or young women are 
placed there to be influenced aright as to 
their future lives, they themselves have very 
much to do in establishing the real atmos- 
phere of the institution, If they come from 
homes where religion has never been a 
reality or a habit, where there has not been 
true devotion and genuine piety, where 
God’s name has never been honored at the 
family altar or at the table, and where there 
is a general indifference to things which are 
spiritual, we must not criticise them if they 
have an indifferent attitude to religious sub- 
jects, and unconsciously they influence the 
institutions where they are studying. 

After all, the religion of the school and 
the religion of the church to-day is largely a 
religion of the home ; and what the home 
has done and is dving, so the nation itself is 
living, and the colleges and universities are 
an expression of home life as well as places 
of impression, 


March 22 to 28 
Mon.—God’s Mercies to Disobedi 
9: 26-31). 

The laws of God are inexorable, but the 
heart of God is always kind. Lle not only 
fulfils law, but he also forgives the penitent. 
The. loving-kindness and mercy of God 
should lead us always to repentance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for thought- 
Sulness, that the little things of every day 
may have a right place in our own hearts, 
that. we may desire to do the little things 
well, make rough places eagy, and correct 
errors without complaint. Pray for the 
| Spirit of Christ. 

Tues.—God's Patience with Israel (Judg. 2: 7-19). 


Deborah and Barak Deliver Israel (judg. 
4: 4-16). 


The most marvelous gift of God seems to 
be his patience. Some of the ancient re- 
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The Review Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HE captain and crew of a steamship ran across a 
2 derelict vessel at sea about Christmas time two 
ears ago. ‘lhe captain investigated, believed 
that the derelict could be saved, placed a prize crew 
of five men on board, and towed the boat to the near- 
est port. The derelict was found to have a cargo of 
logwood worth about $75,000. It was an unexpected 
Christmas present, said to have been ‘ the richest 
prize [picked up at seain many years,” for the cap- 
tain, crew, and owners of the rescuing ship. 

Men would eagerly spend themselves to rescue a 
wreck that. promised such rich returns. God's ways 
are not men’s ways. God saw that this world was 
wrecked, a derelict through sin. He started in to 
rescue it through one nation, Israel. Then Israei 
herself was wrecked, a derelict through sin. God 
started in to rescue Israel, for her own sake and the 
sake of the world, But he knew, before he started, 
that Ae would get nothing out of the rescue. There 
is no * salvage” in it for God. We hear our Lord 
saying, ‘‘ When ye shall have done all the things that 
are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable serv- 
ants” (Luke 17: 10) To rescue Israel and the 
world has already cost God more than he can ever 
get back, Yet he is going on with the rescue until it 
is triumphantly completed. That is what God's love 
means. The steamship crew got a great Christmas 
present in their rescue work. God gives a great 
Christmas present in his rescue work. 


Our Background Review 

What are three great testings of mankind? ‘The 
testing of the race; its failure met | the judgment 
of the confusion of tongues at Babel (Gen. 11 : 1-9). 
Testing of the Jewish nation; its failure met by the 
judgment of the captivities of Israel (2 Kings 17) and 
Judah (2 Kings 24, 25). ' ‘l'esting of the Gentile na- 
tions, trom the time’ of: Nebuchadnezzar until the 
judgment of the nations at the Coming of our Lord, 
when the stone ‘‘cut out without hands” smites the 
kingdoms of the earth, and itself becomes a great 
mountain and fills the whole earth (Dan, 2). 

Into what three periods, by books, may the history 
of Israel be divided? ‘Theocracy (Joshua, Judges, 
Ruth); Monarchy (Samuels, Kings, Chronicles) ; 
Captivity (Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther). 

‘The Pentateuch showed the need of a Priest to be 
Redeemer from sin. The Old Testament historical 
and poetical books showed the need of a King who 
would do all that an earthly king symbolized. The 
prophetical Old Testament ks showed the need of 
a Prophet to teach God's will. Thus all Old Testa- 
ment history and literature look forward to the Mes- 
siah; and Christ is the Prophet to reveal, the Priest 
to redeem, the King to rule. 

Review the seven ages or dispensations, from Gen- 
esis to Revelation, given in the ‘‘ Background Mate- 
rial" in last week's Pilot. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 

issue. Bold-face letters at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

If a good friend of yours showed you the secret of 
working miracles whenever you really needed a mir- 
acle; if he kept you supplied with all the money you 
could possibly need; if he made your life happy, 
filled with friends and good times; if he protected 
you against injury and harm,—do you .think you 
would be quick to turn the cold shoulder on him and 
take up with some other friend who could do none of 
these things for you? If you did, what short word 
of four letters would describe you? (See if the class 
can guess.) Yes; that’s it: f-o-o-l. 

Haven't we been watching Israel play the fool in 
just this way during the t three months’ lessons? 

fore we get through with our review to-day, let us 
see if we-can discover the answer to the question, 
why did she play the fool ? 

From one or more pupils to whom it has been 
assigned in advance, have a list read aloud of the 
things God did for Israel, given in Nehemiah 9: 15-31. 


Have other pupils, by advance assignment, tell. 


some of the things that Israel did against God, shown 
in the same passage. It is a tragic contrast. 

You can take your choice of a variety of ways of 
bringing before the class seme of the most interesting 
and significant facts of the quarter's lessons. 
Thomas shows how to conduct a review by books, 
and a review by persons. Pucker’s class had an 
exceptionally interestin Dede ppg game (Rog-: 
ers, b-c) which could well be u in a class of almost 
any age, younger or older, even in adult classes. 

A series of symbols or signs for ten of the lessons: 


Dr. . 


—= 


is suggested by Miss Patterson (a), and can be used 
in any class to test recognition of the lessons as the 
symbols are mentioned. 

A review of the history of the period can be made 
by the teacher’s preparing beforehand on such mate- 
rial as the following, and then drawing out from the 
class, by questioning, as much of it as en filiing 
in whatever the class does not remember 

What was the first decisive or characteristic act of 
each deliverer-judge whom we have studied ? 

What were the personal characteristics of each 
judge or king studied ? (Thomas, II.) 

hat reasons, if any, are given for each back- 
sliding of Israel during the quarter ? 

A word-picture review, carefully prepared by the 
teacher, makes an interesting test for the class. 
Thus the teacher says; ‘‘I see a woman and a man 
talking together. She says, ‘God wants you to take 
ten thousand men and fight the enemy, and you will 
win.” The man answers, ‘I won't go unless you 
will go with me.’ Whe are they? Did the woman 

0? How did the fight come out?” Let some lead- 
ing incident in each lesson be thus described without 
names, but with a good deal of vivid detail, the class 
each time to guess the answer. 

For adult or other classes where advisable, a study 
of the Land in relation to Israel, as recorded or 
propnenes in Old Testament and New, can be made 

ruitful. By advance assignments of Scripture mate- 
rial (which the teacher can readily locate by a con- 
cordance, Bible Dictionary, ot Scofield Bible), show 
how and when God first gave the Land to Israel, 
what promises were made about it, how Israel’s suc- 
cess or failure in appropriating this Land marked her 
success or failure in other ways, how inextricably the 
Land is connected with Israel's life since Abraham's 
day, and, according to prophecy, always will be. 
Some member of the class might look up, through 
magazine articles or a canleoatie. whatever can be 
found on the modern Zionist movement. 

A geographical review is easily made, using the 
material in ‘ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,”.in Mr. 


_ Rogers’ article (d-e), and in Miss Patterson's (b, c, d). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


Why was Israel such a fool as to turn away, over 

and over again, from God and all the miraculous, 
wonderful, practical blessings that he invariably gave 
when they let him by their obedience ? 
There seems to be only one reasonable explana- 
tion. Israel, somehow, was deceived into believing 
lies about God. Is not that the only reasonable ex- 
planation of why men ever sin? Probably no man, 
woman, or child ever consciously sins except for the 
fact that, at the moment of sinning, some lie is be- 
lieved instead of the truth. Satan is the father of 
lies (John 8; 44). Sin and Satan promise us that, by 
yielding to them, we shall have something more to 
our advantage than we can have by yielding to God. 
Or they persuade us that we have got to yield, 
whether we want to or not,—and that is a lie (x Cor. 
10 : 13) if we will but trust Christ. 


Look back through the lessons of the quarter and . 


discover some of the lies that Israel at different times 
believed, which resulted in their sinning. Thus they 
believed it would be to their advantage to serve the 





Lesson Calendar for the First Quarter 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Righteousness exalteth a nation ; but 
sin is a reproach to any people.—Prov. 14 : 34. 
1, January 3.—God’s Patience with Israel . . . , . . Judg. 2: 7-19 
Golden Text; Hos. 14 : 4. 


Judg. 4: 4-23; 5: 1-22 
Golden Text : Psa. 34 : 17. 

3. January 17.—The Call of Gideon. ........ Judg. 6 : 11-40 
Golden Text : Psa. 65:4 

4. January 24.—Gideon and the Three Hundred 
Golden Text : Zech. 4 : 6. 

5. January 31.—The Birth of Samson (Tem- 

ee eer ae ae 

Golden Text : Judg. 13 : 4. 

6. February 7.—Ruth Chooses the True God 
Golden Text: Ruth 1 : 16. 


Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25 


gel Phe Wales beaters 1 Sam. 1 : 24-28; chapter 3 
Golden Text : 1 Sam. 3 : 9. 


8. February 21.—The Death of Eli and his Sons. . . 1 Sam. 4 : 1-18 
Golden Text: Jas. 1 : 22. 
9 February 28.—Samuel, the Victorious Leader. . . 1 Sam. 7 : 3-37 
Golden Text: 1 Sam. 7: 12. 
10. March 7.—Saul Anointed King ..... ....--. x Sam, 8-10 
Golden Text : x Pet. 2 : 17. 
1x. March 14.—Saul Gains his Kingdom... ..... . x Sam. 3 


Golden Text : Prov. 16 : 32. 

12, March 2t.—Jonathan and his Armorbearer . . 

' Gelden Text: Rom. 23 : 22. 

13. March 28.-Reéview-:'Géd's Mercies to Disobedient Israel 
t t \*) Golden Text’: Prov. aay: 


. «3 Sam. 14 : 1-46 
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LESSON 13. MARCH 28. REVIEW: GOD’S MERCIES TO DISOBEDIENT ISRAEL 


Golden Text: Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a reproach to any people.—Proverbs 14 : 34 








Baalim ; they believed they would be better off if 
they were more like the round about them ; 
they believed the Canaanites were more powerful 
than themselves ; they believed it was unnecessary 
to drive the Canaanites entirely out of the land. 

Christ is the truth (John 14: 6). Satan's only hope 
is to persuade us that Christ is not the truth. Notice 
the account of the lying working of the anti-Christ 
who is yet to come (2 Thess. 2: 9-12). Satan is aw- 
fully limited ; he can only keep on using his one 
old weapon, the lie. But the tragedy of it is that 
that weapon is not worn out against most people. 
Let us ask God to show us the simple truth, ever 
time temptation of. any sort assails us, so that, wit 
our eyes fixed upon Jesus, we may énow that His 

romises are true and that the blessings of abiding 
in him are infinitely ter, now and for eternity, 
than the blessings which Satan offers us and which 
really are curses, lying counterfeits of blessings. 

If Israel had rested faithfully in the God of truth, 
the past quarter’s lessons would have been different. 
The world would bave been different. Christ would 
have been reigning as King on this earth before now. 

Shall we not accept Christ the Truth as our vic- 
tory ? (John 8: 32.) 

Teaching Points 

At the end of the chapter which reviews ‘‘God’s Mer- 
cies to Disobedient Israel ’’ (Neh. 9), Israel in repentance 
promised to do God’s will, In Nehemiah 9 : 38 and 10: 
29 they pledged themselves to keep God’s law. And if 
by so doing they thonght they could win the blessing they 
had forfeited, they made a great mistake. We cannot win 
the blessing of salvation for here or hereafter by keeping 
the law. TZzey could not. That was then and is now an 
attempt to get salvation through good works. It would 
have been better had they cried out, **Oh Lord, we cannot 
keep thy law. We have tried and failed. Now we fling 
ourselves upon thy mercy and beseech that thou in thy 

race will keep us.’? God’s grace enables us to keep the 
aw which otherwise we are sure to break. Good works 


_are the result of salvation, not the way into it, 


‘* Twe facts stand out—the utter failure of Israel; the 
persistent grace of Jehovah. In-the choice of the. judges 
is illustrated Zechariah’s great word (4 : 6), ‘ Not. by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah’; and 
Paul’s word (1 Cor. 1 : 26), ‘ not many wise after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called,’ ’’ 

‘* The longsuffering of our Lord is salvation ’’ (2 Pet. 
3:15). 

We are living in the day of God’s grace, his patience. 
But the day of grace will pass. It may pass to-day. Delay 
is unspeakably dangerous. 

The editorial in this issue on **The Peril of Becoming 
Children ’’ shows how degeneracy marked Israel’s and 
may mark our life. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
When God calls for special service those who are not 


mighty or noble, what characteristics do you think he does 
look for ? 


Had Israel on the whole gained or lost spiritually during 
the historical period of this quarter? 


Can Christians live without having such ups and downs 
in their spiritual life as Israel had in her Canaan experi- 
ence ? 

Five good review questions are given in Miss Patterson’s 
article, section 3. $ 

Is there anything really wrong in wishing to be like the 
people round about us? 

In view of all that God himself did to strengthen Israel 
spiritually, does her history prove that God expected too 
much if he expected Israel to live true to him? 


A Glimpse, of Next Sunday’s Lesson 

Saul Rejected by the Lord (1 Sam. 15). 

Or, Easter Lesson: The Resurrection (Matt. 28 ; 1-10). 
| For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 

tions are for the ’ own prep ion. } 

Two men were offered each akingdom. The Father 
in heaven did all he could for them both. He asked 
them to carry out all his plans to the uttermost. 
That was the condition of their winning their king- 
doms permanently. One of these men did a great 
deal for God. But he didn’t do quite everything. 
The other weht to the limit. Next Sunday, Easter, 
we ts, sone to study how one failed and the other 
succeeded. Can you guess their names ? 


Explain fully what God asked Saul to do with the Ama- 
lekites and their possessions, 
What did Saul do with them ? 


What do you think was the people’s real purpose in 
werse 15? 


Whiat does Easter mean to you? 


h 
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Mastering the Quarter’s Lessons 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





In 


REVIEW does not mean a mere repetition. 
‘any case this would be impossible, because it 
would mean the attempt to get twelve lessons 

into one. A review must somehow involve a new 
view, a combination of the lessons in sueh a way as 


to give a fresh idea of the whole. How shall we do 
this? There are perhaps three available ways, ac- 
cording to the character of our class. 


I. A Review. by Books 

The quarter’s lessons cover the time from the death 
of Joshua tothe reign of Saul, and include the material 
found in three books, ‘Ihe time covered is perhaps 
350 years, from about 1434 to 1103 B. C., according to 
Dr. Willis J. Beecher, although authorities differ by 
a century as to the exact dates. The subject is 
treated quite fully in Anstey’s ‘‘ Romance of Biblical 
Chronology ” (Association SS, $2.75). 

1. The Book of Judges.—As oy ony | noted the 
book can be outlined as follows: (1) Introduction 
(1: 1 to 3: 6). (2) The book proper (3 : 7 to 16: 31). 
This deals with the various men by whom God de- 
livered his peo le. (3) Appendix (17-21). Durin 
the time of the nacagee there were six invasions ron 
six deliverances. (a) 

The time of the judges can best be understood as 
the expression of the inability of the 
together in unity under God as their invisible King. 
The result was a serious decline from the higher 
standard of the time of Moses and Joshua. They had 
no central government or local authority, and yet 
they were required to be faithful to their invisible 
divine King. For the purpose of working out this 
problem God had separated them, given them a land, 
and at the same time allowed them to be tested. The 
result was that the lack of national unity was real- 
ized, and this in turn led on to the next stage, that 
of Samuel, by means of whom the people were given 
a king. (b) 

The key-thought of the period is anarchy. The 
last verse (21 : 25) sums. up everything. The record 
revolves around personages; either the results are 
‘good from having leaders, or bad if ‘they have not. 
The message 1s threefold:.(1) Degeneration. There 
is danger when faith rests on man, not on God. 
God's people do not possess any privilege of ‘sinning 
with impunity. There are possibilities of sinning 
even in the children ef God. (2) Discipline. The 
divine law is inflexible ~ ne indulgence in sin. 
Sin in the children of God means greater responsi- 
bility. (3) Deliverance. The divine resources of 
grace and government are seen all through, and also 
His divine persistence with his children. (c) 

2. The Book of Ruth.—Ruth is an exception to the 
general gloom of sin, showing that even amidst much 
wandering and idolatry, there were those in out-of- 
the-way places who still were faithful to God. The 
entire book may be easily summarized: (1) The 
Choice of Faith (chaps. 1, 2). (2) The Courage of 
Faith (chap. 3). (3) ‘The Crown of Faith (chap. 4). 
One special point of importance in connection With 
this book is that Ruth is the ancestress of David. (d) 


3. The First Book of Samuel.—As Judges records. 


the attempt to teach Israel that Jehovah was their 
King, so Samuel was raised up first to unite the peo- 
le, and then to be the means of passing them on 
rom the direct government of God to the theocratic 
monarchy under Saul. This quarter is divided into 
two parts. (e) 

Samuel’s ony work (chaps. 1-7) was intended to 
bring Israel back to a sense of their relation to God 
and their unity. His efforts as prophet and leader 
were of special importance in instructing the people 
and feb pho. the ve for the future. ‘‘ Samuel was 
to David what John the Baptist was to Jesus.” The 
reign of Saul in this quarter covers only a part 
(though most) of his time (chaps 8-14). (f) 

The establishment of the kingdom was the creation 
ef a central visible power, and the royal position, 
when properly understood and carried out, was no 
contradiction of the principle of God’s government. 
Everything depended upon the character of the king. 
When therefore the people petitioned for a king, it 
was right or wrong a ing tothe motive. A sense 
of powerlessness would have been a justifiable reason 
to neeessitate their asking for a king. But when 
they wanted one to make them like the nations round 
them, this really meant a rejection of God as their 
King. Samuel knew the motive, and while the re- 


quest was queen the spirit that prompted it was 
rebuked. he people persisted, and Saul was 
chosen. (g) 


The story of his reign (including the first lesson in 
the second quarter) shows quite clearly the fault and 
failure of this human experiment. If only the ple 
had patiently waited, God had his own selection in 
readiness, and would have revealed him in due 
course, 


ple to work — 






. 





The message again is threefold: (1) In Eli we see 
laxity; (2) in Samuel consecration; (3) and in Saul 
unfaithfulness. Implicit obedience is enforced, right- 
eous retribution is exemplified, and godly repentance 
is illustrated, 


Il. A Review by Persons 

For many classes a review by means of biographies 

roves interesting and profitable. Many truths are 
orcefully brought home by association with persons, 
and these lessons have several staan people 
whose lives call for special consideration, It is im- 
possible to deal with every one, but the following 
names will enable most of the history to be included, 
associated, and emphasized. In connection with each 
person mentioned, the effort should be made to fix 
attention on the special feature of the personal char- 
acter. 

Lessons 1 and 2.—Deborah and Barak. Note the 
one as courageous and the other as shrinking. 

Lessons 3 and 4.—Gideoun, Note all through the 
element of caution. 

Lesson 5.—Samson. The main thought is God’s 
intention for him to be consecrated. 

Lesson 6.—Ruth. Observe her decision for God. 

Lesson 7.—Samuel. From earliest days he was 
marked by devotion to the cause of God. 

Lesson 8.—Eli and his sons. Note the weakness 


of the former and the wickedness of the latter. 


Lesson 9.—Samuel. 
Juiness to God, 

Lessons 10 and 11.—Saul. 
and rash, 

Lesson r2.—Jonathan. A man of true confidence 
in God. 

Thus each of these characters reveals some aspect 
of truth to which we do well to give heed. 


Ill. A Review by Lessons 
For those who prefer to take the twelve lessons as 
they stand, the whole of the material should be read 
in the light of the title, ‘‘God’s Mercies to Disobe- 
dient Israel.”” Note the two elements of disobedience 
and mercy in each lesson. 
Lesson 1.—God's Patience with Israe/. (1) Israel's 
forgetfulness. (2) God's faithfulness. 
esson 2.—Deborah and Barak Deliver Israel. 
(1) Human relapse. (2) Divine recovery. 
Lesson 3.—The Call of Gideon. (1) Israel's plight. 
(2) God’s preparation, | 
Lesson 4.—Gideon and the Three Hundred. (1) 
(1) Righteous 


This time we note his faith- 


At once /arge-hearted 


Severe testing. (2) Splendid triumph. 
Lesson 5.—The Birth of Samson. 
punishment. (2) Merciful preparation. 

Lesson 6.—Ruth Chooses the True God. 
mi's trouble. (2) Ruth’s trust. 

Lesson 7.—Samuel Called to be a Prophet. 
Human punishment. (2) Divine provision. 

Lesson 8.—The Death of Eli and His Sons, 
Deplorable sin. (2) Deserved suffering. 

esson 9.—Samuel the Victorious Leader. (t.) 

The people’s repentance. (2) The prophet’s revival. 

Lesson so.—Saul Anointed King. (1) Human 
persistence. (2) Divine permission. 

Lesson 11.—Saul Gains His Kingdom. 
meanness. (2) Striking magnanimity. 

Lesson 12.—Jonathan and His Armorbearer. 
Jonathan's reliance. (2) Saul’s rashness. 


IV. Central Truths 

The Golden Text drives home the solemn truths 
which arise out of the story of this quarter's lessons: 
‘* Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a re- 
proach to any people ” (Prov. 14 : 34). 

1. The Righteousness that Exailts.—Righteous- 
ness literally means ‘‘ rightness,’ the state of being 
right with God. This is what God intended for 
Israel. He made choice of them as unique among 
the nations of the earth, that they might first receive, 
then rea/ize, and then reproduce his righteousness. 
This always exalts both an individual and a commu- 
nity, for there is nothing so uplifting as the state of 
being right with God. (h) 

2. The Sin that Reproaches.—The story of Israel 
reveals how far short la came of.realizing the 
divine purpose. Sin literally means ‘ missing the 
mark,” and whenever Israel did wrong they failed to 
fulfil what God intended.’ This is always the mean- 
ing of sin, and Paul describes it as “‘ falling short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 3: 23). It is this that 
always causes reproach, our conscience being rebuked 
because of wrong-doing. 

3. The Grace that Cuarantecs.—tt is impossible 
to leave this. review without reminding ourselves of 
the way in which righteousness is made possible and 
sin avoided. As we look back over our past we need 
mercy, and as we think ef the present and future we 
need grace. This twofold mecessity gives special 


(1) Nao- 
(1) 
(1) 


(1) Sinful 
(1) 
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point to these words, ‘‘ Let us therefore draw near 
with boldness unto the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy, and may find grace to help us in time 
of need” (Heb. 4: 16). Thus while Israel’s histor 
was marked by fai/ure, God ever revealed his fa/tA- 
Juiness. The set for reading (Neh. 9 : 26- 
31) has two references to ‘‘ nevertheless,” the one 
dealing with Israel’s sin (v. 26), and the other with 
divine mercy (v. 31). And so as we review Israel's 
past, and our own in the light of it, we need to re- 
member the old prayer, ‘*Lord have mercy upon us, 
and incline our hearts to keep this law.” (i) 


Wycuirre CoL_itece, Toronto, 
“% 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—God’s Patience With Israel (Judges 2: 
7-19). A lesson in leadership. Dr. Erdman's beau- 
tiful story of how William the freight-handler led 
the president of the road into the kingdom. The 
rapid slide down when religion is neglected. The 
Baalim will get you if you don’t watch out. They 
shout ‘‘ baa” at all their followers. No mocker like 
sin, But, as usual, back behind the whole sad story 
is the great loving heart of God, Sinners, bad ones, 
God sent his Son to save. 


Lesson 2.—Deborah and Barak (Judges 4: 4-23; 
5:1-22). The masterful woman. The woman with 
sense, courage, and trust, the Deborah woman, ‘The 
bee. Busy, buzzy, honey, and a sting. Women who 
have initiated most reforms, and have joined weak- 
ness with God and conquered. That unprinted 
motto, ‘‘ Up, for this is the day.’ The day to be a 
real. man and come home to Deborah a lover. No 
more war, because Money and Labor say no, It was 
a good lesson and ended in a song. 


Lesson 3.—The Call of Gideon (Judg. 6: 11-40). 
The kind of folks angels can call upon are only those 
who belong to the aristocracy—of heaven. Now are 
we the sons of God, God never with those who are 
against him. Rum and slave-traders’ fortunes and 
folks—where? ‘Ihe very first thing for success, 
What do you weigh in little old Squedunk? And 
how many miracles wil] make you move out of 
Doubting Castle ? 


Lesson 4.—Gideon and the Three Hundred (J udg. 7). 
A lesson for this day when most folks talk ‘* big.” 
Don’t forget that Woman’s Adult Bible Class of one at 
the well taught by Jesus, and that Men's Adult Bible 
Class of one in the desert, taught by Philip. The 
testing by the commonplaces of life. Not what you 
are on dress parade, but what you are at home. The 
hundredth man. Do you mean business? Or are 
you ‘‘down on your shirt-front” with your face in 
the water ? (a) 


Lesson 5.—Birth of Samson (Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25). 
One of the heroes of our youth is as carefully born 
1000 B.C. as babies will be 2000 A.D. ‘‘Totrain a 
child begin with his grandfather.” All of us fine 
big strapping fellows are busy singing the Doxology 
and throwing bouquets on the graves of our good old 
forbears. Good mothers, blessed growing children. 
When the Spirit of the Lord is driven out, the Devil 
jumps in, and then there is the Devil to pay in 
blood. 


Lesson 6.—Ruth Chooses the True God (Ruth 1). 
The prettiest little love-story in all the world. Are 
ou aman? And are you still a sweetheart? The 
over who will never take a ‘*‘ No”? And is married 
by the git! ‘*to get rid of him,” because he carried 
the real thing? ‘The Naomi Circle up at St. Some- 
body’s where all the young widows go, And the 


_picture for the wall was ‘‘a Ruth,” and the pet was 


a Boston bull,—because both were true. And with 
the Great Chemist we closed a great lesson. 


Lesson 7.—Samuel Called to be a Prophet (1 Sam. 
1 : 24-28; chap. 3). ‘‘ Here am I,” says Johnny-on- 
the-spot, The secret of all the Samuels is a sure- 
enough mother. A Samuel is a home-grown product. 
A boy gets to know God when he gets to know life— 
and not before. Life and religion must be taught to- 

ether. Alas, the boy with an indulgent ather. 

rive with the tight line. Behold the lilies how they 
grow, spread leaves and God’s sunshine and just 
grow. 


Lesson 8.—Death of Eli and His Sons (1 Sam. 4: 
1-18). Every time we venture away from headquar- 
ters there is old Mr. Philistine laying for us. Bunny 
is not the only rabbit that has to run forit. The 
symbol of religion in the camp is no good. There 
must be the shekinah over it. The saloonkeeper 
belonged to church! All Philistines can get a good 
war-cry, and they generally do. ‘Poor old iit” 
Who is the master where you live ? 


Lesson 9.—Samuel, the Victorious Leader (1 Sam. 
7: 3-17). This was a lesson on the blessing of getting 
together. It began in the lobby of the hotel, and 
wound up in the little room in Paradise ‘‘ over Rutt’s 
drugstore.”. The Philistines could not do a thing 
when Ebenezer was on the banner and religion was 
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-in the heart. We had’some “ scrambled-egy “ exe- 
gesis, and found that when God was for us and 
‘*scrambled” with us it did not make any difference 
whether we had a blacksmith or not. 


Lesson 10.—Saul Anointed King (1 Sam. 8 to 10), The 
little saleslady in black who never knew the old fel- 
low in spectacles was talking with God about her. 
Neither do you. Thank God he has made our hearts 
invisible to all but his own loving and om the | Sere 
Our land and all lands desire good men and honor 
them. ‘Get UP.” Aren’t you as as a horse ? 
Be a prince over the inheritance, at is what God 
made you for. (b) 


Lesson 11.—Saul Gains His Kingdom (1 Sam. 11). 
Whenever the Christian falls he puts a reproach upon 
all Christendom, When the Spirit of God comes 
upon a ruler there is always something doing. ‘I'he 
fear of the Lord falls upon the people. The solution 
of the labor and all social problems. America meets 
her to-morrow, and good things are being daily done. 


Lesson 12.—Jonathan and His Armor-Bearer (1 Sam. 
4: 1-46). The secret of all our Jonathans is trust in 
God and trust in Jonathan, hat’s the use asking 
Pop? is the way most Dig things have come, The 
two crags, Thorny and Shining, — which one will 

ou climb? Those rare jewels, ‘ according-to-thine- 
neart”’ helpers, are pearled in the waters of heaven. 
The earthquake only comes after the climb and the 
furrow-planting. A great lesson this, wasn't it. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the Times 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Difference.— Righteousness exaltethanation ; 
But sin is a reproach to any people (Golden ‘l'ext). 
A missionary who had seen thirty years of service, 
and was on her third furlough, was asked by a lady 
if the United States really seemed like a Christian 
land to her. She replied: ‘* The contrast with a 
heathen land is thrilling. The longer I am here the 
more I realize the difference between it and a heathen 
land. Undoubtedly there are great evils here, but 
for all that the moral tone is high, and there is an at- 
mosphere of true religion. I felt the difference as 
soon as I landed, and it has grown upon me every 
day."—From The Christian Herald. Sent by Nellie 
Bushnell West, Hartford, Conn, (a) 


The Blemish.—Righieousness exalteth a nation; 
But sin ts aveproach to any people (Golden Text). 
An Armenian, shrewd, courtly, as many of them are, 
was asked if he see in America, He answered: 
‘*Good country, work, good pay, good food,” 
and paused, his thought not yet complete. Then, 
with a look of perplexity and pain, he added, ‘‘ Too 
much sinner."’— from The Christian Endeavor 
World. Sent by E. Hovey, Toronto, Can. 


Playing the Gentleman.—Righfeousness exalteth a 
nateon (Golden Text). A writer for the Church 
Peace Union says: ‘‘ The United States can show 
how a nation can be a gentleman as an individual 
can be, It has twice happened, and astounded the 
world, One was the relinquishing of Cuba, and the 
other was in remitting the great debt China owed 
her as indemnity from the Boxer uprising. China 
owed the United States $14,000,000, The United 
States played the gentleman and remitted a large 
part of this sum, hat one act is vetter defense to 
the United States from attack by China than a fleet 
of gunboats covering the whole Pacific. China sim- 
ply cannot make war with the United States after 
that act. She is now sending five hundred students 
a year to this country on the interest of this money, 
a them in our colleges. This deed also at- 
tracted the attention of ail other nations, and even 
the most warlike said, ‘‘ Chat is better than war."— 
From The Ciassmate. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. The prize for this week its 
awarded to this tllustration. (b) 


Not Time Lost.—Righicousness exalteth a nation 
(Golden Text). Nations, like individuals, need to 
keep time with God. ‘‘I was in a large telegraph 
office the other afternoon when a voice from an upper 
room said, ‘Sixteen hours.’ Instantly each oper- 
ator stopped signaling, and set all clocks and watches 
in the establishment at four o'clock sharp. Every 
day, from the city observatory at Madras, the time- 
pieces of over nine thousand telegraph offices in the 
empire are set right, and the operation takes two 
minutes. It is worth while, so the government 
thinks, to stop the traffic on over 72,000 miles of tele- 
graph lines, and over 287,000 miles of telegraphic 

_Wire, at least once every twenty-four hours, to cor- 
rect wayward clocks and set them to the sun. That 
set me thinking. Do I stop habitually, systematic- 
ally, and regularly in the rush of life's duties, at 
least once a day, for my spiritual nature, very way- 
ward, alas! té be set right with God ?"— Richard 
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pera: Quoted in The Sunday School Chronicle, - 
Sent by W. R: Clark, Jersey, Eng. 


Righteousness Lifted Up.—Righicousness exalteth 
a nation (Golden Text), On the coast of Norway is 
a lighthouse where a keeper lived with his two chil- 
dren. One day he went to the distant shore for pro- 
visions. A storm arose, and he was unable to re- 
turn. The time for lighting the pw and 
Mary, the elder child, said to her little ther, *“‘ We 
must light the lamp, Willie.” ‘‘How can we?” 
asked Willie. ‘‘ We ain’t big enough.” But the two 
children climbed the long, narrow stairs to the tower 
where the lamp was kept. Mary pulled up a chair 
and tried to reach the lamp in the great sulleabor ; it 
was teo high. as down the stairs she ascended 
again with a small oil lamp in her hand. ‘I can 
hold this up,” she said to her little brother. She 
climbed on the chair again, but still the reflector was 
just beyond her reach. ‘‘ Get down,” said Willie, “I 

now what we can do,” She jumped down, and he 
stretched his little body across the chair. ‘Stand 
on me,” he said. And she stood on the little fellow 
as he lay across the chair. She raised the lamp high, 
and its light shone far out across the water. Hold- 
ing it first with one hand then with the other to rest 
her iittle arms she called down to her brother, ‘‘ Does 
it hurt you, Willie?" ‘* Of course it hurts,” he called 
back, ** but keep the light burning.” Are we keep- 
ing the light of God's love burning in the world even 
though it hurts? Are we holding it up so that all 
nations may see its beams afar?—Sent by Julia A. 
Robinson, Boston, Mass. 


% 
’ Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


Shag ope who have all the stereographs al- 
ready used in this ~ ee dant lessons may find 

it a wise bit of neighborliness to lend them this 
week (always with at least one stereoscope) to some 
class less fortunately equipped. ‘hen for the pupils 
who have already had a chance to see the lesson 
places ,in detail, it will be helpful to use a stereo- 
graph showing the Palestine Exploration Society's 
official Relief Map of the country. The map itself 
is rather expensive, but the stereograph serves its 
purpose, giving a sort of bird's-eye outlook, as if one 
were in an aeroplane hovering over the southern 
borders of Palestine. Several numbered spots on 
the relief map are identified by memoranda on the 
back of the stereograph mount. 

Fixing those places in mind, one can readily locate 
with approximate accuracy the scenes of Jonathan’s 
exploit; of Gideon's battle; of Ruth's crossing from 
Moab (to Jericho) ; of Samuel's call at Shiloh. The 
map gives a particularly good chance to show pupils 
how Hebrew settlers east of Jordan had less easy 
communication with their kinsmen than those west 
of — and Esdraelon plain, with its connectin 
valleys, offered the most natural route from Gilea 
to the Mediterranean. That was one of the human 
reasons why Barak and Gideon in the North country 
were among the first to distinguish themselves as 
national heroes, (a) 

The stereograph to be used is called a ‘ Relief 
map of Palestine by the Palestine Exploration 
Society.” 

The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places real, - Forty-five p will be visited dur- 
ing 1915. ‘The forty-five ste aphs cost $7.50, and, if 
all are ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
will be given free. Ten places will be described with the 
lessons of the second quarter ; cost $1.67. The four for April 
cost 67 cents. Less than four in one order are 20 cents each. 
Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Postage or express is prepaid 
on orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes. Address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 103 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. s 


From the Platform 


By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Lord, God, our Father, 
teach us humility. Help us to learn without the chastise- 
ment of thy rod ; but if we will not learn any other way 
teach us that way, We would go home with thee. Leave 
us not to grope our way alone in the dark. Stay thou 
close to us, Lead us by thy way, only lead us day by day 
closer to thyself. We. would give ourselves and all that 
we are and ali that we have to thee, Make us of some 
account to thee and to the world. Help us when the 
Devil makes it hard for us to live for thy glory. In the 
name of Jesus we ask it. Amen. 


F ANYBODY has the notion that the Devil is out 
of business, or has been, he need but to look at 
the history of the world, and then look around 

him at conditions of the present day. The everlast- 

ing struggle between the good and the evil has been 

going on through the centuries. It is true of the in- 
ividual and of the nations, 

The Devil is a real personality. He has a number 
of helpers; their name is legion, for they are many. 
He incites to rebellion against God. He makes the 
strong oppress the weak. He incites men to lie, to 
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cheat, to steal,_to-murder,and-to-do-a-thousand 
things against the law of Ged. He is at it-day and 
night, year in and year out, from generation to gen- 


ration, About the time thé Isra had be- 


‘fore God in sackeloth and ashés and confessed r 


sins, and were on the h 


road to prosperity and 
happiness, the-Devil. 5 


t in his work andu 
the whole thing. a : = 


He can deceive the very elect of God sometimes. 
He made men believe that if they threw God's law 
behind their backs therefore its ones would not 
be visited upon them. They killed the prophets of 
God, like the man who smashed up the fire-alarm 
system so as to stop the fires in his op To a 

t affliction came upon the le of , but they 
were hard to teach the trut God. So are we. 
How yy, of us really believe that the violation of 
the law of God will bring its penalty ? 

But there is another side of it. Not only is the 
Devil in the world, and busy as can be; not only. is 
God just: he is also merciful and patient. ‘is 
affliction of his people is always a mercy. God is a 
great teacher, and if we will not learn from his Book 
and from his gentle pleadings in our spirit he will 
use another method. Gideon was a rather vigorous 
teacher (Judg. 8 : 16), and sometimes God has to use 
the same methods on us. If we will give God any 
sort of opportunity, he will lead us home by the 
smooth, easy path. But if we will not go that way, 
he will exercise his great mercy toward us, and take 
us home by the way of the road of affliction. Let us 
give God gratitude for his manifold mercies. 


FOR Meee (00. 
ERCIES RATITUDE 


Kinston, N. C, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


(References in | eagar o are to the metrical Psalm 
ook ‘* Bible Songs ” 
** Depth of mercy ! can there be."’ Psalm 136 : 1-26 
‘God calling yet! shall E not (293 : 1-3) 
hear j , Psalm 36: 5-12 

**Just as | am, without one plea.’ (75:1, 3. 4) 
** Love divine, all love excelling."” 5. Re 2 art 

**O Jesus, thou art standing." Sapa 208 - 5S 


** Sinners, turn ; why will ye die ?"': (204 1-4). 


** Softly and tenderly Jesus is call- Psalm 67 : 1-7 
ing."’ (133 : T-3). 
** There’s.a wideness in God’s Psalm 103 : 1-22 
mercy.”” (207 ': 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EFORE tHe Review.—A boy about your size 
pisyes until dark. He was so tired that he 
curled up on the sofa and went to sleep. He 

must have dreamed, for he thought he was playing 
by the road. When he looked up, two men were 
walking toward him. ‘They stopped to talk to him. 
One man had such a pleasant face that we will call 
him Mr. Right. He said to the boy, Come with me, 
and I will show you the thing? that are good and 
beautiful in the world. I will teach you the right 
way to live. I will lift you up so that you can see 
far over earth and sea, and far into the sky. You 
will learn the wonderful secrets of God. Will you 
come with me ? 

The boy was about to take Mr. Right’s hand when 
the other man said, Don’t believe him ; come with 
me; I will let you do whatever you please. My name 
is Mr. Wrong. I will let you swear and steal or tell 
lies; you may learn to smoke and drink; you may 
get angry and%even kill somebody if you feel like it. 

‘The boy was frightened. Just then he seemed to 
hear his own father’s voice saying, My boy, every 
child must choose between right and wrong—the time 
has come for you to choose. Right will always hel 
to lift you up to the best things, but wrong will pull 
you down and make you a sorrow to yourself and 
others, Which will you choose? Just then the boy 
awoke, but his dream was so plain that he was ready 
to choose. Which do you think he chose, right or 


wrong? 

A Big name for right is righteousness. Do you 
remember, He leadeth me in the paths of oe 
ness)? Another name for wrong is sin. oint out 
the two words in the Memory Text. 

Development of Memory Text.—How many be- 
lofig to your family? Some families are large and 
some are small. I wonder if this is true: A child who 
is cheerful and obedient, kind and helpful, is sure to 
make his home ——? A child who is cross, disobedi- 
ent, and selfish makes his home ? Every person 
in a family helps to make it better or worse. Extend the 
thought to the school life, also the,city or community). 
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, hation better and safer. 
, every child to choose and do right. 
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‘LESSON FOR MARCH 28 (Review) 


Now, a nation is made up of many city 
and country people : the little children, boys 


‘and girls, men and women. 


very 
who closes right makes the Zotibe Donor 


ioe poe who chooses wrong helps to 
is 


ull nation down and makes it worse. 

hat is what our long Bible- text means: 
‘* Righteousness exalteth a nation ; but sin 
is a reproach to any e.’? What is the 
name of our nation ? we help people 
to honor or despise it? Sing a stanza of the 
national anthem. 

Review.—God chose the children of Isracl 
to make a new nation, and he wanted a good 
nation. Near them lived some Midianites 
and Philistines and Ammonites, who wor- 
shiped idols, Sometimes the children of 
Israel tried to be like them, but whenever 
they worshiped idols their sin pulled them 
down into all kinds of trouble, for idols could 
not help them. Repeat responsively Psalm 
115 : 4-9. 

Sometimes the Midianites came and stole 
their fruit, grain, and cattle ; several times 
the Philistines came to fight ; once the Am- 
monites came to take the men of Jabesh to 
be slaves, When trouble came the children 
of Israel prayed to God, and he always raised 
upa man or woman to help them. 

With pictures and appropriate songs refer 
to ‘as many of the characters as time permits, 
-howing how each good person helped the 
nation : 

Joshua led them across the Jordan into the 
promised land ; Deborah and Barak won a 
victory over Sisera; Gideon and his three 
hundred chased the Midianites away ; Sam- 
son used his great strength to save Israel 
from the Philistines; Samson and Samuel 
were temperance boys; Ruth and Naomi 
taught the nation how to be kind and loving ; 
Samuel was always helping people to choose 
and do right; Eli taught the nation, but 
Eli’s sons by their sin caused sorrow, and 
lost the ark of God; Saul was a good king 
at first, and helped his nation ; Prince Jona- 
than and his armor-bearer were brave, and 
helped to save their people. from the Philis- 
tines. 

All .these people lived long, ‘long ago. 
Our nation is not, so old, -Perhaps you can 
(name some men and women who have helped 
our nation., Frances.Willard helped to make 
‘temperance boys and girls, and every tem- 
perance ‘man, woman, or child makes our 
Jesus can help 


Hand-work.—-Write the name of our na- 


. tion, and write something that you would like 


to do to make it better. 
CHICAGO, 
<: 
My Class of Girls 
By Content Patterson 


HE girls met again at the teacher’s 
home with Bibles, charts, and pencils, 
ready for a strenuous hour. 

1. Review of the Lesson Stories.—Owing 
to an oversight the lessons had not been as- 
signed the week before for review, so we 
determined to take our charts, each girl give 
a lesson story, briefly, and when we could 
not rememier the titles of the lessons, to 
make up our own. We found the signs on 
the charts helpful in recalling the lessons in 
their order ; our plan resulted as follows : 

As we looked at our charts the position of 
the tribes among their heathen neighbors 
brought to mind our first lesson: ‘*God’s 
Patience with Israel.’””_ We remembered that 
Israel had failed to drive out the heathen na- 
tions as God had commanded, and, living 
among them, fell many times into idolatry ; 
yet God patiently bore with them until they 
turned to him in sorrow for their sin, when 
he delivered them from their enemies, This 
brovght to mind the reason for the history of 
the judges—sin, causing punishment, which 
led to repentance, followed by deliverance 
and forgiveness from God. The shield of 
faith recalled Deborah’s victory, Israel with- 
out weapons; the torch, Gideon and the 
three hundred; the pledge-card, Samson’s 
vow : the star, Ruth in. Bethlehem ; the tab- 
ernacle, Samuel’s call; the ark of God, Eli 
and his wicked sons; the memorial stone, 
the revival and victory over the Philistines ; 
the flask of anointing oil, Saul anointed king ; 
the spear, Saul’s victory at Jabesh-gilead ; 
and the Bible, Jonathan’s victory. (a) 

2. Facts About the Judges.—The charts 
and Bibles put away, the girls were ready to 
tell some things they had learned about the 
history of the Judges. 
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The twelve tribes of Israel occupied the 


mountainous regions of Palestine; we named 
them in their order ; on the west 
of Jordan, the southernmost , they were 


as follows: Simeon, Judah, Dan W., 
njamin, Ephraim, Manasseh W., Zebulun, 
Naphtali, Asher, Dan E., Manasseh E., Gad, 
Reuben. The tribe of Levi lived in the cities 
and acted as teachers for the people. (b) 


























This d 

draws rom charts in Dr. Heribut's" PeachersTeaine 

ing Lessons for the Sunday-School.”” Copyright, 1908, 

by Eston and Mains. Published by the Methodist 
Concern. 

The heathen nations were the Philistines, 
Canaanites, Hittites, Midianites, Amorites, 
Moabites and Ammonites, (c) 

‘The Judges began to rule the people after 
the death of Joshua and after Israel was set- 
tled in Canaan. ‘There were fifteen Judges, 
ruling from 1434 to 1100 B.C, The office 
of Judge was not hereditary; God called 
whom he chose and ruled the civil affairs of 
Israel through them, God ruled the religious 
‘lifé of Israel through the priests and later 
through his prophet, Samuel, Eight judges 
delivered Israel from seven great heathen 
oppressions. An oppression created much 
distress among the people; all business was 
stopped, the streets of the towns and villages 
were deserted, people hid in caves and pits, 
there was a great scarcity of food and war 
weapons might be taken away. 

The principal places of interest were Mt. 
Tabor, the gathering place of Deborah’s and 
Barak’s army; Mt. Gilboa, the gathering 
place of Gideon’s army; Valley of Jezreel, a 
battlefield ; Shiloh, the home of the Taber- 
nacle; Ramah, the home of Samuel; Bethle- 
hem, the home of Ruth; Gilgal, the gather- 
ing placé of the people. (d) 

The history of the Judges may be expressed 
in a few words: sin, punishment, repent- 
ance, forgiveness, deliverance. The great- 
est of the judges was Samuel. 

The reasons for demanding a king: Sam- 
uel was old, his sons were not good men, 
Israel wanted to be as other nations with a 
king to lead in battle. God is displeased, 
but forgives the people, Saul of Benjamin 
is chosen king. 

3. A Brief Written Test.—The girls had 
but a few moments to answer the following 
questions: 


What judges have we studied about this 
quarter ? 

Tell. something of each one. 

Why did Israel sin against God? 

How did God show his love toward Israel ? 

In what way was Jesus connected with 
these lessons ? 


The answers to the first and second ques- 
tions were easily given, as also the fifth,— 
“Through Ruth, an ancestress of Jesus,”’ 
being the usual form; to the third, * Israel 
had not enough faith in God,’’ «‘ Because 
they did not think that God could: save 
them,”’ ‘Because they did not trust in 
God,” ‘* Because they left God out of their 
plans,”’ ** Because they would not believe in 
God,” etc. ; to the fourth the majority an- 
swered that God showed his love toward 
Israel ‘* by helping them’’; one said, “* By 
giving them victories when they worshiped 
him, ang punishing them when they were 
wicked.’ 

Throughout our study two lessons stood 





out prominently,—the Jove and tenderness 
of God to those who have done wrong, and 
his eagerness to ny city and the wonderful 
things that can be done through faith, ‘‘ For 
without faith it is impossible to please him.”’ 
(The girls are writing a review of this quar- 
ter’s lessons to be bound with their charts 
and kept for reference. 


Moopy CHURCH, CHICAGO, 
~% 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


RIDAY night at teacher’s house we had 

a kind of a story hour, Each one of 

us had to stand up and read the story 

of some one person we had studied about this 

quarter. ‘leacher hadpicked out the chap- 

ters and verses we needed to make the stories 

complete, and it was right interesting. I 

knew a lot more about those old judges than 
I did before. (a) ie 

Sunday morning when we came to class 
teacher pinned on each boy’s back the name 
of some person in the quarter’s lessons. 
‘Then we had to guess who it was by what 
the other fellows said to us. (b) 

Teacher. warned us at the start that we 
must be still as mice, or it would bother the 
other classes, so we.were careful, But the 
superintendent and secretary both stopped at 
our class to see the fun, 

I was the first one to stand up and show 
the class what name was on my back, 

‘*My, but you were brave,’’ says Bumps, 
**T’d like to have been you.’”’ 

*¢ Didn’t you feél. lonesome? *’ asked Carl. 
So I guessed Jonathan. But that wasn’t it. 

** That was an awful big army you ran up 
against,” suggested Fréd, Then I thought 
of Samson killing a thousand men, but that 
wasn’t right, either, 

**How loud can‘ you blow a hoarn?’’ 
Fatty wanted to know, and by that I knew I 
was Gideon. ' 

‘Then we took Bulldog Jones and tried to 
hint to him who he was without giving it away. 


‘| But pretty soon I asked ‘thim if he didn’t miss 


his mother dreadfully, atid he guessed rigitt 
off that hé was Samuel, ; 

** Aw, Pucker. gave. it away tog. soon,”’ 
grumbled Fred, but. J--couldn’t help . it, 
could I? 13 he 

Well, we kept: on till évery fellow guessed 
his name. (c) on ; 

Next came the lesson picture,1 and I tell 
you it was an interesting one, It was a 
photograph of a big niap that. somebody has 
made. But it isn’t just drawn on paper. 
The mountains and hills are all built up of 
putty, or something, just like they really are 
in Palestine. When’ you look at it throayh 
a stereoscope it is,jast like you were up in a 
flying machine, looking right down on the 
whole country. Teacher explained that all 
the mountains were made higher on this re- 
lief map than they really are, so we could 
see them better, but that they were all in the 
right proportion: and’ relationship to each 
other, so they gave a true idea of the geog- 
raphy. (d) 

Every little ways on the map a stake is 
stuck up with a number on ‘it, and on the 
back of the picture it: tells what place each 
number stands for, After we had each 
looked at the map in a general way, teacher 
would ask us where some certain event in the 
quarter's lessons took place. We would tell 
him and then look at that place through the 
stereoscope, When the place wasn’t num- 
bered we would look it up on our wall map 
and then locate it on the relief map from that, 

We could see the valley where Barak 
rushed down on Sisera, and the chariots got 
stuck in the mud, and the place where Gid- 
eon’s men broke their pitchers and scared 
the enemy half to death. We found Jeriche 
and thought of Ruth crossing over there from 
her home east of the. Jordan; and lots of 
other places. (e) 

By this time the hour was nearly up, so 
teacher hurried on to'the main point of the 
quarter’s lessons. He said the quarter ought 
to teach us that victory and success, for na- 
tion or individual, are on the side with God; 
that turning our back on him so as'to have 
our own way is really going over to Satan’s 
side, and that means failure and woe sooner 
or later. 

He told a story of how a man said to 
Abraham. Lincoln during ‘the war: ‘* Mr, 
Lincoln, I hope God is of our side.’’ 

President Lincoln. answered him: ‘Sir, I 


1 See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 160 in 
this issue. : 
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am much more anxious that I shall be on 
God’s side.’’ 

‘Teacher drew two forts on the blackboard, 
with a flag on a pole over each fort, One 
fort was marked, Gop's Sipe; the other, 
Satan’s side. On God’s flag was written, 
Victory, Success, BLEssEDNEss. On the 
other it said, Dereat, FAILURE, Wor, At 
the top of the board he wrote, ‘‘ Choose ye 
this day whom ye will serve,’’ and under the 
forts he put the Golden Text: ‘* Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation ; but sin is a reproach 
to any people,’’ ‘hen the quarter’s lessons 
were over. 

Teacher said next Sunday we begin the 
dark side of Saul’s life, The questions he 
gave out were: 


Questions for Next Lesson 
Why did God order all the Amalekites de- 
stroyed ? 
In what way did Saul fail to carry out his 
orders ? 
_ Why was it such a sin to spare any Amal- 
ekites? 
How did Saul try to excuse this sin ? 
Why did not God want their sacrifices ? 
Why would not God forgive Saul when he 
said he was sorry? 
How did Samuel feel about Saul’s rejec- 
tion? 
An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
I, Beginnning. ‘ 
Each bov guesses whose name is pinned on 
his back by what the others say. 


Il. Geography. 
Places of the quarter's lessons located ona 
relief map through a stereoscope, 

Ill. Teaching. 


Victory and success are on God's side, 
Illustrate by story of Lincoln and by 
blackboard design. 


Terre Haute, Ind. 





For Family Worship 


| By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











JE FREQUENTLY hear criticisms of 
our schools and colleges because of 
a lack of religious instruction, and 
especially a religious atmosphere. This un- 
doubtedly is true, and the criticisms just, as 
| far as the real condition exists ; but ought 
we not to realize that there is a definite re- 
sponsibility in this whole question, relating 
to the home? -A school.or college is not 
simply that which it is made by a faculty or 
by a board of trustees, but the undergrad- 
uate body, the student element, has much to 
do with the real condition which exists ; and 
although young men or young women are 
placed there to be influenced aright as to 
their future lives, they themselves have very 
much to do in establishing the real atmos- 
phere of the institution, If they come from 
homes where religion has never been a 
reality or a habit, where there has not been 
true devotion and genuine piety, where 
God’s name has never been honored at the 
family altar or at the table, and where there 
is a general indifference to things which are 
spiritual, we must not criticise them if they 
have an indifferent attitude to religious sub- 
jects, and unconsciously they influence the 
institutions where they are studying. 

After all, the religion of the school and 
the religion of the church to-day is largely a 
religion of the home ; and what the home 
has done and is dving, so the nation itself is 
living, and the colleges and universities are 
an expression of home life as well as places 
of impression, 


March 22 to 28 
Mon.—God’s Mercies to Disobedient Israel (Neh, 
9: 26-31). 

The laws of God are inexorable, but the 
heart of God is always kind. Lle not only 
fulfils law, but he also forgives the penitent. 
The. loving-kindness and mercy of God 
should lead us always to repentance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for thought- 
fulness, that the little things of every day 
may have a right place in our own hearts, 
that we may desire to do the little things 
well, make rough places easy, and correct 
errors without complaint. Pray for the 
Spirit of Christ. 

Tues.—God’s Patience with Israel (Judg. 2: 7-19). 


Deborah and Barak Deliver Israel (judg. 
4: 4-16). 


The most marvelous gift of God seems to 
be his patience. Some of the ancient re- 
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ligions define patience as the greatest gift of 
the gods, mre | our God, the only true 
1 


God, has revealed his infinite patience to us, 
The compagsionate, forgiving nature of God 
surpasses definition, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for victory 
over impatience and temper, Pray that our 
lives may be guided by the One who is ever 
watchful and thoughtful, whose voice ts 
always low, whose message ts always love. 
Pray for the instinct and nature of the 
blessed Master. 

Wed.—The Call of Gideon (Judg. 6: 11-40). 
Gideon and the Three Hundred (judg. 7). 

When we realize how God called this 
great leader, and how he equipped him with 
strength and with men sufficient to the task 
before him, we should realize that ‘* all 
things are possible with God,’’ and that ‘* one 
with God is a majority.’’ ‘ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray fora desire 
to do God's will,—not only to do his will, 
but to know his will and be subject to it, 
Pray that we may wait before him until we 
hear him speak, like Samuel of old, and 
then give him our whole hearts in obedient 
love. 
Thurs.—The of Samson Duda, 13 + 8-16, 24, 

25). Ruth’Chooses the True (Ruth 1). 

How little the parents of Samson knew 
what a wonderful career lay before their 
child. He was a man of God’s appointing, 
and a man of God’s choice. Difficulties be- 
came opportunities for him, God withheld 
no good thing from him as long as he walked 
uprightly. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the hea- 
then world which is looking with such pecu- 
liar and mystified thought upon this great 
European war. Pray that they may not 
conflict the action of nations and men with 
the spirit of Christianity, Pray that Jesus 
Christ may so touch the peoples in heathen 
darkness that they may gain his Spirit rather 
than the spirit of war. 

Fri.—Samuel Called to be a Prophet (1 Sam. 


33 
1-13, 19, 20). The Death of Eli and his 
Sons (1 Sam. 4: 1-18). 


Sin always receives punishment, and those 
who continue in sin pay the sure penalty of 
wrong-doing. Leniency toward sin may be 
the mistaken devotion of a fond parent, but 
it leads to death, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray fora greater 
unity in the great purpose and work of the 
Gospel; that denominationalism may never 

ain precedence over the Spirit of Christ, 
ut that men who love Christ may co-operate 
for the upbuilding of Christian principle. 


Sat.—Samuel, the Victorious Leader (1 Sam. 7: 
3-17). Saul Anointed King (1 Sam. 9: 
17 to 103 1). 

The man of God’s choice must be the man 
who chooses God’s way. It is not enough 
to be anointed king. One must retain the 
great principles of royal leadership in loyalty 
to God. hat a marvelous leader Saul 
might have been for all time ! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the great 
rulers of thesearth at this time; that they 
may be led nearer to God, and may gain the 
true ideal of Jesus Christ in their spiritand 
dife. Pray for those who are facing as 
never before the responsibilities of royal lead- 


ership; that they may ture from men and: 


_ man’s anger to God and Gead's love, 
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Sun.—Saul Goins His Kingdom (1 Sam. 11). 
oe and His Armor-bearer (1 Sam. 


Study the life of Jonathan, and gain some- 
thing of the characteristics of one who loved 
his fellow-men, and who so valued the reality 
of friendship. e world needs more Jona- 
thans to-day. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that our na- 
tion and the nations of the earth may re- 
value the meaning and place of God’s holy 
day. There is a national aspect to the Sun- 
day question, as well as an individual. 
Pray that our nations may know what it is 
to have one day of quiet and rest, of thought- 
Sulness and meditation, of devotion and 
praise. Pray for the restoration of the Sab- 


bath, 
‘e 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


181, Who made an altar out of his pillow ? 

182, What are the names of some of the lost 
books which were used in compiling 
the Book of Chronicles ? 

183. Who inveigled a multitude of idolaters 
into a temple to their death ? 

184. What five kings hid in a cave, and what 
became of them ? 

185. When was a besieging army miracu- 
lously blinded and made captives, and 
what became of the army? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


176. The receiving of the commandments 
marked by twelve pillars set up by 
Moses at Mount Sinai (Exod. 24 : 4). 
the ae of Jordan dry-shod by the 
children of Israel marked by an altar 
of twelve stones (Josh. 4 : 3). 


177. Aaron, while Moses was on Mount 
Sinai (Exod. 32 : 1-4); Jeroboam, the 
first king of the ten tribes after the re- 
volt from. Rehoboam, who made two 
calves of gold to be worshiped by 
Israel (1 Kings 12 : 27, 28). 

178. Naaman, the Syrian general, after he 
had been cured of leprosy by Elisha 
the prophet, carried away earth from 
the ne of Israel on which to offer 
sacrifices to Jehovah in his own coun- 
try (2 Kings § : 17). 

179. The covenant between God and the 
children ‘of Israel at Shechem, when 
Joshua set up a great stone under the 
oak there (Josh. 24 : 26, 27). 

180, Dothan, when it was besieged by the 
Syrians in order to capture Elisha the 
prophet (2 Kings 6 : 17, 18). 





Strength 
Without Overloading the Stomach 


The business man, especially, needs 
food in the morning that wili not over- 
load the stomach, but give mental vigor 
for the day. 

Much depends on the start a man gets 
each day as to how he may expect to 
accomplish the work on hand. 

He can’t be alert with a heavy, fried- 
meat-and-potatoes breakfast, requiring 
a lot of vital energy in digesting it. 

A Calif. business man found a food 
combination for producing energy. He 
writes : 

‘*For years I was unable to find a 
breakfast food that had nutrition enough 
to sustain a business man without over- 
loading his stomach, causing indigestion 
and kindred ailments. 

** Being a very busy and also a very 
nervous man, I had about decided to 
Fre up breakfast ray sree But luckily 

was induced to try Grape-Nuts. 

‘Since that mornin have been a 
new. man ; can work without tiring, my 


quiet. 


sugar and a small quanity of cold milk, 
makes a delicious morning meal, which 
invigorates me for the day's business.” 

Name given’ by Postrm Co., Battle 
Creek; Mich. Read.‘ The Road to Well- 
ville, ‘in pkgs.. .‘‘ There's a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from: time to time: They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





head is clear and my. nerves strong and | 


“I find that Grape-Nuts, with a little , 








For Those Doing Graded Work 


Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


MICHIGAN.—Are there any courses at ane 
lanned for the Home workers 

e find such a variety of needs and our older 

a not seem to be inclined to study.— 


HILE the object of the Home Depart- 
ment has been stated to be the exten- 


sion of the Sunday-school into the 
homes and community through Bible study, 
yet the real purpose of the Home Depart- 
ment is much more than this. In fact, it 
might well be a department of the Church 
rather than of the school. 

When the Home Department was first 
started it aimed to secure the study of the 
Bible, using the same lesson which would be 
considered by all the departments in the 
Sunday-school. It tried to reach those un- 
able to attend the school at its regular ses- 
sions, such as young mothers, the aged and 
infirm, shut-ins, and those who were unable 
to attend because of Sunday occupation. 
That is, firemen, policemen, motormen, and 
others whose services to the public prohibited 
them from attendance at school sessions. 

In developing the work by means of Home 
Department superintendent and Visitors, large 
numbers of people were induced to read the 
Bible, though it is doubtful if the older peo- 
ple ever really gave serious study to the les- 
son itself, that is, as we consider study in the 
school. Probably in many cases the contact 
of the Visitors with the people in the home 
counted. for more than the actual study. One 
can well see that the Visitor brought to the 
shut-in and the aged a sympathetic touch 
which in many cases helped to keep the 
workers united in the church spirit, when 
otherwise they would have felt shut off from 
their former interests, 

With the development of the Organized 
Adult Bible Classes in recent years, many 
lines of work formerly undertaken by the 
Home Department are now cared for by these 
classes, Now that the Home Department is 
not so active with the firemen, policemen, 
and motormen, the work has in some sections 
become more limited, and perhaps is reach- 
ing the place which oe pe more closely 
with its name, that is, of contact with the 
home. 

While the Graded Lessons have been in- 
troduced in so many schools, the Uniform is 
still continued and is the basis of the Home 
Department Quarterlies as issued by the dif- 
ferent denominations. But there has been 
considerable change in these same quarterlies, 
and more and more the real interest of the 
mother, young or old, is considered in its 
helps. However, there are no special les- 
sons that have thus far been planned with 
only the Home Department people in mind. 
If in the judgment of the Home Department 
workers in any local school any other series 
of lessons than the Uniform will meet a spe- 
cific need, there is no reason why the Visitor 
should not feel at liberty to use it. For in- 
stance, in a home where the children are con- 
nected with a school where the Graded Les- 
sons are used it ought to count just the same 
if the mother chose to confine her study to 
any one of the departments in which she was 
most interested, and where she could be of 
greatest help to her children. She would 
still be a Home Department member. Again, 
it ought not to be demanded of older people 
that they should study the lessons, as based 
on the Uniform studies, in the same manner 
as would be expected of young people. The 
aged and infirm would many times appreciate 
the spiritual lessons to be derived from the 
Bible passages rather than being obliged to 
follow out the lesson outline. 

Probably no set of workers need such tact 
and discrimination as do the Visitors in the 
Home Department. To carry cheer and 
comfort to the aged and shut-in, to bring to 
the young mother the helpful suggestions 
which her inexperience sometimes demands, 
and yet do it tactfully, is in itself an art. 

The Home Department superintendent 
and visitors should have frequent meetings 
for study and counsel, just as do the leaders 
in the Sunday-school. Some one of their 
number might be made responsible for the 
information concerning the Better Babies 
Contests, that person being in communica- 
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tion with the organizations in the locality 
able to furnish them with accurate informa- 
tion, while another might be responsible for 
gathering material from the Children’s Bu- 
reau in Washington. Another one of the 
group might become responsible for collect- 
ing poems and clippings which would be of 
interest to the shut-in members, and still 
others might familiarize themselves with the 
kind of work being done in the Sunday- 
school for the different ages, or with parents’ 
problems in general. ‘The community in- 
ierest might appeal to other members of the 
group for investigation. 

Where such a plan as this is followed, the 
Home Department Visitors will grow. Each 
will help the other, and they will be better 
fitted to meet the various needs which come 
up in their special fields, and which perhaps 
no one special set of lessons could immedi- 
ately give them. 

Another suggestion which is followed in 
some centers is that instead of a Visitor hav- 
ing all types of workers within her group for 
visiting, the aged are given to one, young 
mothers to another, arid so types of Visitors 
and types of members are considered with 
the likelihood that the needs will be better 
met than when one person is expected to be 
fitted to meet the needs of all. 

The Home Department presents to the 
church and to the Sunday-school a great 
field for service when we consider that ‘the 
shut-outs and shut-ins average seventy per- 
cent of every parish,’’ ‘ 


“ 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association. 


I am planning to take the teacher-training 
lessons at home. Have started to study 
‘* Training for Service,"’ by Herbert Moninger. 
Will you tell me if there is any reading mate- 
rial I could get to make the study easier and 
more interesting, and will you kindly inform me 
about the examinations ? 


HE text you name gives an outline of 
the studies necessary to a training 
course. It is very important that you 

supplement the lessons by the reading of 
other books. Dr, Blaikie’s ‘ Sloan of 
Bible History’’ (Methodist Book Concern, 
$1.50) would be of great value in your study 
of the Bible section of the course. Dr. 
Weigle’s ‘*‘‘the Pupil and the Teacher’’ 
(Lutheran Publication Society, 50 cents net), 
and Dr. Faris’ **The Sunday School at 
Work ’”’ (Presbyterian Board ($1.25) would 
make up for other deficiencies in the ftext- 
book... 

Four examinations are usually given on 
the text-book you are using. ‘The first covers 
the history lessons ; the second, the lessons 
on geography and institutions; the third, on 
the pupil; and the fourth, the teacher and 
the Sunday-school. If you will correspond 
with the 6fficers of your denominational 
Sunday-school Board, or with the secretary 
or teacher-training superintendent of the 
state Sunday-school association, arrange- 
ments may be made by which the test- 
questions will be sent to your pastor. You 
will write the answers in his presence, and 
the paper will then be returned to the state 
or denominational office for marking. The 
grade will be sent to you, but the examina- 
tion papers will not be returned. The pass- 
ing mark is 70 percent. In the event of 
failure, you will be permitted to take the 
examination again. 





PENNSYLVANIA. —Would you please give me 
some information in regard to organizing a 
teacher-training class? Do we as soon 
as we begin, or not until after we have taken an 
examination? Also would like to know if you 
have any books that would help a teacher in 
the work,—that is, explain the work better than 
the regular teacher-training book.—M. R. 


E ARE sending you a leaflet giving 
methods of organizing and conduct- 
ing teacher-training classes. Your 

denominational Sunday-school Board would 
gladly send you like information. 

- It is not necessary that the class register 
before taking the first examination, It 
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for the Sunday-School Worker | 


might, however, be an incentive to better 
work if the pupils should be informed that 
the enfolment had been sent to headquar- 
ters, 

The First Standard ogg Mears 9 text- 
books are not exhaustive. ‘They do form a 
= basis for study, but the class should 

ve access to books for reference and fur- 
ther study. On the Bible, Blaikie’s «‘ Man- 
ual of Bible History’’ (Methodist Book 
Concern, $1.50) is conservative and Hel 
ful. Stalker’s ‘‘ Life of Christ ’’ (Revell, 
cents), and Thatcher’s ‘‘The Apostolic 
Church ” os Mifflin Co., $1.25), are 
valuable helps for the study of the New Tes- 
tament, 

In the study of the pupil, ‘‘ The Unfolding 
Life,’’ by Mrs. Lamoreaux (Revell, 75 cents), 
will give a larger view. On teaching, ‘‘ The 
Seven Laws of Teaching,’’ by Gregory (Pil- 
grim Press, 50 cents), ‘‘ The Pupil and the 
Teacher,’? by Weigle (Lutheran Publication 
Society, cloth, 50 cents; paper, 35 cents), 
or ‘*The Making of a Teacher,” by Brum- 
baugh (The Sunday School Times Co., $1), 
are suggested. ‘‘How to Conduct a Sun- 
day School,’? by Marion Lawrance (Revell, 
$1.25), covers that subject satisfactorily. 

The First Standard text-book should pro- 
vide the required work for examination, but 
the student should be encouraged to make 
large use of the reference library, 
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Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


HOLLAND, MICH.—I have a class of young 
men from ry to twenty-two years of age, 
and as we have just recently been organized, 
and expect to-hold our Class meetings, or class 

-about every, six weeks, I am at a loss 
what.to do, at these meetings to keep them in- 
terested and give them a good time. My ob- 
ject in holding these is to get better acquainted, 
so I may have a better influence over them and 
win them to Christ. 


OU have acted wisely in organizing your 
class. Make sure that the class-mem- 
bers assume their full share of respon- 

sibility for the class program, socially, edu- 
cationally, and spiritually. In introducing 
new plans seek to do so through others, and 
in that way develop their, feeling of responsi- 
bility. ; 

Most successful organized classes have a 
monthiy mid-week meeting. I believe. you 
will find this better than to try to meet once 
in six weeks. This mid-week meeting should 
make a vital contribution to the life and work 
of the class along several lines : 

1. Socially. It should not only give you 
an opportunity to know each one of your 
class better, but also give the class-members 
an opportunity to know one another, It 
will help if occasionally you give the social 
in honor of some specially invited guest, 
and it is well always to invite others who 
might become members of the class, ‘‘ So- 
cial Activities for Men and Boys,’’ by Ches- 
ley (Association Press, $1), would be a good 
book for you to have, 

2. Educationally. At these mid-week 
meetings the very finest intellectual feasts 
can be introduced, such as music, voca- 
tional talks, lectures on topics of current 
interest, literary numbers, debates, etc. One 
class of men in Canada organized a Domin- 
ion Parliament.. Another organized a City 
Council. In this way you can introduce 
many lines of instruction which for want of 
time could not be included in your Sunday 
program. 

3. Spiritually. Occasional meetings should 
be held given wholly to prayer for the un- 
converted, toa study.of world-wide missions, 
personal evangelism, and other problems 
definitely related to the progress of ce King- 
dom. The activities of the class along every 
altruistic and evangelistic line should be 
regularly reported, and larger plans continu- 
ally considered. 

These meetings can be made interesting 
by putting things in them that are worth 
while. A farmer’s wife was asked what it 
was tat made her mince pies so good. She 
re be |. **T put good things in them.”’ 
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Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home Department Committee 
of the illinois Sunday School Association 


What may a Home Department 
Re aspreren tre bee 
N ACTIVE corps of Home Department 
Visitors may become a valuable ‘‘Pas- 
tor’s Aid Society.’’ Visitors call upon 
members at least four times a year. One of 
their duties is to speak of the church serv- 
ices and suggest church attendance. They 
sometimes learn of church letters not yet de- 
posited, Cases of sickness and need may be 
reported to the pastor, as may be the names 
of persons needing work, Visitors may be 
of service by giving information concerning 
those who might Lesuns teachers, or who 
might help along some other line of church 
activity. The influence of a church may be 
widely extended by a Home Department. 
A busy pastor will appreciate its value. 





We contemplate having a class in the Sun- 
day-school for such Home Department mem- 
bers as can come once in a while, We will be 
thankful for a few suggestions. 

SCHOOL Home Department class is 
composed of Home Department mem- 
bers who can attend the regular school 

sessions occasionally. If the class can meet 
in-a separate room, fitted up with a few 
rocking-chairs for elderly folks, so much the 
more attractive the class will prove. A little 
time spent in sociability would not be amiss. 
Of course there should be a regular teacher 
for the class, In ‘*The Home Department 
of To-day ’’ (The Sunday School Times Co., 
25 cents) Mrs. Stebbins most helpfully tells 
of such a class. She says: 

**In one school a small room was set 
apart for this class, and a vase of flowers 
always breathed a welcome to the members. 
The teacher used the lecture method, 
giving time for the members of the class-to 
question him at the close.. This became one:| 
of the. most popular classes of the school. 
Every membér of the Home Department 
who. could found her way to the school 
Home Department class as often as possible. 
Husbands accompanied their wives, and thus 
became interested in the school. A school 
Home Department class is rather paradox- 
ical, but it is practicable.’’ 





Quak . 
as the 10-cent size. 
for your money. 





We desire to buy some books for our Sun- 
day-school workers’ library. Kindly name 
a list of those you consider best for Home De- 
partment workers. 


Hone DEPARTMENT bibliography is 
not extensive as yet. The foilowing 
works are admirable, the ficst two 

being strictly on this subject : 

‘* Home Classes And the Home Depart- 
ment of the Sunday School,’’ by M. C. 
Hazard, Ph.D. (The Pilgrim Press ; paper, 
25 cents; cloth, §0 cents). Dr. Hazard’s 
book deals with the origin, development, 
purpose, organization, and methods of the 
Ilome Department in scientific and thor- 
oughly helpful fashion. 

**The Home Department of To-day,’’ by 
Mrs, Flora V, Stebbins (‘The Sunday School 
Times Co., 25 cents), is very useful, and by 
all means should be in the library, It has 
fifteen chapters, covering the various phases 
or the subject—how to secure members, 
qualifications and duties of workers, how to 
organize, Visitors’ meetings, socials, special 
days, etc. 

** The Sunday School and the Home,”’ by 
Frank L. Brown, General Secretary of the | 
World’s Sunday School Association (The | 
Sunday School Times Co., 25 cents), will be | 
a worthy addition to the library. 

‘** The Sunday School at Work,” edited by | 
John T. Faris (The Westminster Press, 
$1.25), deals with Sunday-school essentials. 
It has four fine chapteys on the Home De- 
partment, by Dr. E. Morris Fergusson. 

‘** Individual Work for Individuals,” by 
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull (Association Press, 
50 and 25 cents), will be of great inspira- 
tional value in a workers’ library. 

** The Sunday School Organized for Serv- | 
ice,’? by Marion Lawrance, General Secre- | 
tary Interpational Sunday School Associa- 
tion (Pilgrim Press, 50 cents), will give a 














large vision of the possibilities. 
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put up also im a 25-cent size, nearly three times as large 
ing i ing it offers you 10 per cent more 





Breakfast 


Remember that—you who decide the breakfast. 


Those are human machines you are feeding. 


depends on the food. 


Their efficiency 


There is an energy food, as you know, which is one of Nature’? 


marvels. 


Its vim-producing power is proverbial. To-day, as for ages, 


the oat stands supreme as a source of vitality, as a food for growth. 
There’s a thousand calories of energy in a fair-sized dish. 


That's the matchless breakfast. No one ever outgrows the need 


for it, and nothing can take its place. 


Our plea is to make that dish 


inviting. Win folks to plentiful use of it. ‘The way to do that is by 
serving Quaker Oats—and this is why : 


Quaker Oats 


The Energizing Dainty at Its Best 


Two-thirds of the oats as they come 


to us are discarded in 





Quaker Oats. We use 
just the big, plump, rich- 
ly-flavored grains. 

The result is large and 
luscious flakes, delicious 
in taste and aroma. 
Children and grown-ups 
delight in it. They never 
grow tired of it. They 
eat an abundance of it: 





That's the only way 


Quaker 
Cooker 


Al —2 peect 

Beller, be is cue lenge 
and .. We supply A to users 
of Quaker Oats, for ing these 








to fully realize what vitality lies in 


oats. 


Quaker Oats is al- 
ways of this super-qual- 
ity. It has been so for 
25 years. Lovers of 
oats from all the world 
over send here to get it 
on that account. 

Yet it costs you no ex- 
tra price. It is worth while 
saying ® Quaker Oats" to 
get a food like this. 


10c and. 25c Per Package 
Except in Far West and South 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer — 
















~ in a New York Gity Hotel — 


Sunday, March 28, 1915 $2.50 Eas! Day A pleasant room with private bath, facing 


: - large open court, 
- siti ony ps semen a Sum- Winter coe room, but one hundred of them.) 
earalbanahanetes, ». Mecastcle $3.00 D An excellent room with private bath, facing 
3- per Way _ Street, Southern exposure. 
(Not-one room, but eighty-seven of them.) 





This American- 
made germicide 
means prompt re- 
lief from aches and 
pains—it keeps lit- 
tle cuts and bruises 
from becoming 
more serious, pro- 
tects sensitive throats 
from infection. 




















Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—Making citizens (Tit. 2 : 1-i2). ; 
‘TUES.— Kindness to strangers (Luke 10 : 30- | | Also attractive Room without Bath for $1.50 per day. 
WED.—A 97). gospel (Rev. 22 : 13-21). The Restaurant prices are most moderate. 


‘THURS.—Teaching the children (Deut. 4: 
Location 


One minute from 5 of the largest department 
stores. 

Within a block of the Fifth Ave. shopping dis- 
trict, 

Every line of transportation passes the door. 

a Avenue Bus lines and principal surface — 
ines. 

The Hudson Tubes across the street. 

Elevated Railroad Station across the street. 

Subway Station three minutes away. 

Grand Central Station within seven minutes. 

Pennsylvania Railroad Station just one block’ 
away. 

For convenience one could ask no more, 


1-9). 
Fri.—Prayer for missions (Rom. 10 : 1-4). 
SAT.—A home-mission tour (Matt. ro : 1-6). 











What home-mission calls come to us? 
What opportunities have we in our town? 
Missions among immigrants. 


N NASHVILLE, Tennessee, there isa 
school for the tvaining of religious and 
social workers called the American Inter- 

church College. In one of its recent bulletins 
the school has summarized in a most effective 
way the call of human need in the United 
States. It would be hard to find a better 
condensed statement of the home mission op- 
portunities that summon us. These are the 
words of the bulletin, 


‘There are whole classes of society to-day The Hotel 








Send 10 cents gral trial bottl 


W. F. YOUNG, P. D. F. 
291 Temple Street, - Springfield, Mass. 





Services for! ¢ _| whose chief need is for trained specialists who 
Day of Resurrection ) Sen7/Scc'In stampe for one | can minister to them with skillful hand, an|# 600 ROOMS EVERYTHING NEW AND MODERN. 
Easter Classics No.3 \ of each. Sc each, 88c the ndetiithding mied, ned a sya athetic heart A FIVE MILLION DOLLAR HOTEL. 
The Triumph Story dozen, $4.28 the 200, post- | understanding mind, P i | 400 BATHS EQUIPPED TO SATISFY THE MOST 
The Unbarred ese see aris 0 | Phis call fot trained men and women as socia EXACTING TASTE. 
Anthems and Choir Cantatas for Easier. Samples workers is especially urgent. , 
a Me ll aa EEE ee First; Because 250,000 babies under one All Baggage Transferred Free to 
Recitations and [Drills for Easter. , "| year of age die every year in this country, and from Pennsylvania Station 


Hall-Mack Co., 1018-20 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. | At least half could be saved by social workers 


Free Easter Music “2mc""""""""||_ The Hotel Martinique 


Free S sandSu-| Second; Because there Qoq prevent- , 
The Rowal Vieter ) Foes Bamplee 0 Pastors cad bu. | | eC a ee tiation Gee cney yout Oe Secenwny Sind te SOrd Senta, Saw Vows 


The Light doz. . 100, postpaid. ; 
ew a te 2 Lt) aq’ + 
' Pan 4 foe me peter # fhe Write by Third; Because many thousands of our de ne LEIGH TAYLOR =»: WALTER CHANDLER, JR. WALTER GC. GILSON 


. fect € blind, deaf, President ee "General Wager Wiew-President 


meant, 
hare, the ‘Doubter's Daughter ty C ‘Austin | dumb, incutables, and juvenile delinquents, | 
song 
campeigns is 


Miles. ‘Thrilling story with music abssoKec conn are confined in institutions where trained 
REAT REVIVAL HYMNS No. TWO 


Adam Geibel Music Co., 1020 Arch St., Phila., Pa. | . ,ecialists are essential to their welfare. 
Fourth; Because there are 400,000 feeble- 
. An exceptional book of merit that will cominend itself to 
your judgment. ; 


* 
Ea ster Services minded and insane pefsons in the United 
It is ¢he one book that supplies every need for Church and 


Samples. of our latest and our new | States. About 190,000 are in institutions. 
“Sunday School. 


1915 catalog mailed to eee Sue The crying need of these institutions is for 
usic 
Sixth ; Because there are more than 500,000 b Se ; ? = I ‘ Fully orchestrated. Every page has a singable song. 











































Gaia. ” trained social workers, 
prostitutes in the United States and 60,000 1 iy A returnable copy mailed for examination upon request. 
innocent girls made the unwilling recruits for | | Cash with the order price, Cloth, $25; Limp, $18; Manilla, $12.50 per 100, not prepaid. } 


Tullar- 265 W. Sth St, - New York Fifth; Because there are thousands of pris- 
Meredith Co. sew. Washington St.. Chicege | on erg in this country living in conditions that 
this horrible white slave traffic. This work Ask ‘how to obtain our 310 Methodist Bidg., Chicago 
demands the most thoroughly trained social | | "¢™ "msi a¢ Aal/ price. Rodeheaver Co., 312 Lippincott Bidg., Philadelphia 
felty guarau- | workers. 


Wh: ’ are positively dehumanizing, Trained Chris- 
What All Bible. Readers Want tian men and wonten are needed to transform 
S  neneitih ah Co.,Pubs,,214E. 234St,,N.¥, | _ Seventh; Because there are 180,000 Sun- | INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Large snd clear ty pe Hight welgit; beautify lpsiating on good Pile: | these prisons into institutions that encourage 
< cain glia day-schools in this country needing the ser- _ Does ¥' Church use this Yes there 
“pout. i 7 ~ Geagly ond’ ean ; 
HOME MAKING, THE ve PROPERION.” i, xoo-pp Send catalog and or ’ 
Outfits on 























and a bind 
that you will | men to reform. 
Sstrated hand Home brady | Vices of trained Sunday-school experts. epecial 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- Eighth ; Because there are 192,000 church- offer. . 
Wag, and, well-paid positians. , Antgutcan, SCHOOL OF | buildings in America used on an average of Comm SNE. tes IMM AS FTreasons 
—=ee | twelve hours per week. With trained social 


the back when 
ed. 
workers these churches could be used for the 4 why you who have been introductory sub- 
Ch h O service of humanity twelve hours daily instead Ohe Sunday School Cimes scribers to ‘The Sunday School Times should 
u rc rg a n $ of twelve hours weekly. hot 2 now become regular subscribers, thereby avoid- 





































Ninth; Because thete are 266,000 public Philadel March 13, ror ing all possibility of missing any issues. 
a Soe meas + re schools in. the United States used on an aver- phia, e 2028 pe reg eet teenies erie 1: Rantie : 
je Only. ablished 1827. age of 155 days in the year. By employing 24; oe Neer (March oo) will contain a ll-page copy- :. 
HASTINGS, trained social workers they could be used as en ure unday, which we are 
Main Office & Works P.O. Rondel Groen, social centers, as President Wilson urges, Subscription Rates railing het 9 ibace only aoa r (April 3) will 
‘ Mass. | and be made to serve the public daily. The Sunday School Times is published vealed ter An) fe BL «th -_ mation 
Hook & Hastings Co. For these and other reasons the most ur-| weekly at the following rates, payable in| Numbers already planned are Panama-Pacitic, 
"sx BRANCHES : gent need of the South is that of enlisting and | advance, for either old or new subscribers, | S"™=meF School, Religious Education. 


Boston, New York, Pijla., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas § | training men and women of ability for leader- | in the United States and Canada, These | - A Layman’s ides of Pregchiag ; A distinguished 











— ship in a crusade of social health and right- | rates include postage : ay iver'a Dorion af tadtecte ab aebeelen, eee 

: at eousness.’’ " ‘ , Yale theological students in April. of 
Church Memorial : Five or more copies, either to these res will be in The bea 

Chime Bellis Whatever need exists in the South exists $1 00 separate addresses or in a pack- RRS Tienes as they Ts) abel nday 

Peal Uctunte. Son mcimeen ae, in the North too. age to one addresy $1.00 each, per year. | 3. Steadily Marching Qa: The editors promise an 

Some of these needs:are in our own com- { ra) One copy, or any number. of over taerpes A ny -* added seatifeal teed und teas. 

A Mi 0 N T FREE munities. Are we doing anything for them? $ 5 copies less than five, $1.50 each, ration for those waete [reares grow sad and weary 

$ TRIAL ‘And no man careth.’’ Isthattrueofus?| per year. One copy, five years, $6.00. parent lack of interest in the @laster's work. 

One free copy addi- l th ly 1 i 
* Free Copies tional will be cllowed As long as the supply lasts a specimen copy 


; : : f our Easter Number with full-cover-page of 
. ob is for every ten copies paid for in a club at the > id 
ny 6 : : : 
Foons te fuse the a help ag toe: $1.00 rate. Billy Sunday will gladly be sent to any friends 


. ws whose names you will furnish us. 
class of girls. It may be had from The Sun- | THE SUNDAY SCHOoL Times Co., Publishers, ty be SRR T 
day School Times Co, at-50 centsy postpaid. 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 1031 Walnut Sttest” Ps » So 


Tata pe Cr ion Kee 


@.A. SMITH, g¢7—281 &. Gib Ave., Chienge, 8. 




















